
Pennsylvania Fair Harness Horsemen's Association Meeting
Bedford Springs Omni Resort - Saturday January 22, 202 2:30 PM

Opening Remarks by Fred Strathmeyer from Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture
regarding his appreciation of the working relationship between all parties, including the horsemen and
the various associations throughout the state involved in making fair harness racing a success and a
continued priority in the state of Pennsylvania.

I. Numerous other issues were addressed prior to the items on the  agenda:
Sam Beegle  and Lisa Dunn both wanted to address several things that were discussed at the Fair
Convention meeting that was held in Hershey:

1. Sam Beegle addressed the continued need for a specific plan to be put into place for use at
each fair in regards to accidents, such as a horse being down and staying down.  Specifics to
be included in the potential plan: designated horse trailer and parking for such in case of
emergency, tarps and or screens for cover, a point person to be in charge of the
implementation of the plan.  Darryll Breniser and several others will be working on the plan in
order to have it ready for fair season.

2. Sam Beegle also brought up the freeze brand / micro chip issue. He stated that anyone can
get their horse chipped and freeze branded for an “up-charge” of $40 when the tech from the
USTA is at their farm to chip horses. He stated that if the USTA was forced to do “both” for all
horses then there would be a charge of $75 per horse.

3. Lisa Dunn stated that there was an issue with some of the fairs and the 1099 forms. The 1099
forms must be completed correctly and completely. Jim Daugherty questioned if there could be
a centralized database or process for that information, but many did not feel that would be
possible due to different race secretaries at each of the fairs.

4. Richie Gillock asked when the “2 Day Event” deadline was (February 15th) and if the purses
would remain the same.  Sam Beegle responded that he did not have the answer to the
question regarding the purses at this time.

5. Bobby Rougeaux asked if there would be changes to the rules regarding the wording for
qualifying for the Fair Final and if there would be a”Fair Racing Book” this year. The response
from Sam Beegle was ‘hopefully’.

6. Sam Beegle brought up that there will be a Stewards List for the fairs, which will be compiled
by the Race Commission, which will be sent to each fair.  Questions were asked by the
members regarding the specifics about a horse being put on or being able to be removed from
that list.  Those specifics have not been determined at this time.  There was also much
discussion about making warming up a horse mandatory and having a written rule, but there
was no consensus about the issue from the group and no formal motion made regarding the
issue.

7. Fred Strathmeyer stressed the importance of having qualified horse veterinarians at the fair
races to determine lameness issues and address any injuries. Harold Brocklehurst also
mentioned the idea of having Lasix use allowed at the fairs, which could possibly draw in vets
with the potential of making additional money, citing that it is done in other states.  Again, there
was no consensus about the issue from the group and no formal motion made regarding the
issue.



II. Bylaws were introduced by Lisa Dunn.  She had previously emailed copies of the draft of the
Bylaws to the members for their review prior to the meeting. There were no questions or suggestions
for changes, so Richie Gillock made a motion to accept the Bylaws as written, which was then
seconded by Sam Beegle. Motion passed.

III. Officer election was next on the agenda.  The new officers will serve in their elected position from
now through October, which is when the horsemen will convene for their next official meeting.

A. President - Lisa Dunn was nominated for president by Sam Beegle, which was seconded by
Richie Gillock. Members all in favor.

B. Vice President - Harold Brocklehurst was nominated for vice president by Kim Hankins, which
was seconded by Jason Fairman. Members all in favor.

C. Secretary - Michele Daugherty was nominated for secretary by Sam Beegle, which was
seconded by Gary Johnston. Members all in favor.

D. Treasurer - Darla Decarlo was nominated by Sam Beegle as treasurer, which was seconded
by Gary Johnston. Members all in favor.

IV. New Business
A. The Fair Convention at Hershey (see above notes as it was discussed prior to the actual

meeting agenda).
B. Website for fair racing:  The web site is currently maintained by Lisa Dunn, and she stated that

if anyone wanted to add anything or help out with it, it would be appreciated.  Richie Gillock
mentioned that the USTA should be added to the industry links on the site.

C. Lisa Dunn asked for any other new business or issues to be addressed.  There were none, so
she motioned for the meeting to be adjourned, which was seconded by Darryl Breniser.
Meeting adjourned.
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