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PA FAIR FINALS:  ‘CLASH OF THE TITANS II’ 

When The Meadows hosts Saturday’s $200,000 Pennsylvania Fairs Championships, the final for 3-year-old 
colt and gelding pacers might be billed “Clash of the Titans II.” 

That’s because Cirrus De Vie and Venier Hanover, who dueled in last year’s Fairs final, are the Top 2 in 
points this year and will square off in the glamor division once more. They’ll meet in race 8 when Venier 
Hanover goes from post 5 and Cirrus De Vie from post 7 as part of an entry. 

Each of the eight championships carries a purse of $25,000. The program begins at 12:35 PM with a non-
wagering event while the card proper starts at 1:05 PM. 

In last year’s championship, Venier Hanover was pounded down to 1-9 but couldn’t get past the 25-1 Cirrus 
De Vie, who took the crown while Venier Hanover settled for show. 

Both geldings have done quite well since then. Venier Hanover, a son of Well Said-Valmctorian, has banked 
$135,837 for trainer/driver David Brickell, who co-owns with Mitchell York. For his part, Cirrus De Vie has 
earned $84,028 for Roger Hammer, who trains, drives and co-owns with Vicki Lynn Fair. This year, however, 
Venier Hanover has a decided edge in head-to-head competition. While his archrival has downed him on 
three occasions, he’s beaten Cirrus De Vie five straight times en route to his current eight-race Fairs winning 
streak. 

Venier Hanover’s sharp form notwithstanding, Brickell indicates he’s wary of Hammer, who’s been known for 
years as “King of the Fairs.” 

“That streak gives me a lot of confidence, but when you’re racing against ‘The Great One,’ he pulls them out 
somehow,” Brickell says.  “I won’t know what I’ll do until the gate opens, but if ‘Cirrus’ doesn’t get away 
from me, we should be all right.” 

With Venier Hanover’s sophomore campaign winding down, Brickell said he and York likely will sell their 
$6,000 yearling purchase. 

“We mostly race at fairs, and it takes a lot of extra traveling to race an older one at pari-mutuel tracks,” he 
said. “If we can’t get what we’re asking for, then, yes, we’ll race him at the pari-mutuel level. For an 
inexpensive purchase, he’s been excellent. Those only come around every once in a while.” 

Brickell and Hammer can’t afford to get too preoccupied by the renewal of this rivalry, as they’re sending out 
a total of 11 horses in the championships. And they’ll knock heads one more time in the final for 3-year-old 
filly trotters (race 6), where Hammer will be represented by Blow Back, a nine-time winner in 2018 and the 
divisional points leader, and Brickell by Secret Cookie, winless in 23 outings this year.  



 
 
RACE 1 – PA FAIR FINAL 
 
1/1A/1B/1C – (FOUR HORSE ENTRY) – It’s hard to go wrong with 4 horses for the price of one.  Oceanto 
Hanover has won 9 of 13, which certainly makes it an even stronger case.  But this group has combined 
for 21 wins this year, and over $75,000 in earnings.  It’s hard to pick against them.   
 
2 – WATCH ME HANOVER – Got a later start than most of these and only has six lifetime starts.  Draws 
the rail, which may be tough on him.  He’ll be a longshot in here.   
 
3 – PASTURE BUDDY – I like this one’s Meadows debut on September 24.  Showed some gate speed 
and trotted a good mile.  Hasn’t won in 12 starts, but has been on the board more than half of the time.  
He can be on the ticket here.   
 
4 – GROVER HANOVER – Made a break at Bloomsburg, but otherwise has been solid.  Only one win this 
year but a lot of second and third place finishes.  Has some gate speed and a good middle post.   
 
5 – ULTERIOR HANOVER – Has made breaks in three of his last four starts, which makes him pretty risky.  
Does have a couple of wins, but the 8/28 win in Erie County was against the “B” level class.  He will be a 
high price.   
 
6 – FAILSAFE – Has been on the board in 9 of 12 starts this year, and appears to have plenty of gate 
speed.  Has a tough post today, so he may be hard-pressed early if he goes for the front.   
 
 
SELECTIONS:   1-3-6 
 

  



 
RACE 2 – 12,500-15,000 CLAIMING PACE 
 
1 –  INNOCENT VICTIM – Just missed last week, and is in very good form right now.  Hasn’t draws inside 
post 5 in quite some time, so I’m not sure if the rail is a good spot for him or not.  Hall will drive him for a 
first time in quite a while.   
 
2 – MAYTIME TERROR-  Returns to the Davidson barn for the third time, and shows a win and a 5th place 
finish.  The 5th was from a bad post with a bad trip.  He should be a factor, as always, in here today.  
 
3 – RUSTY CARTER – Won a couple of weeks ago and was third last time, so he continues to be right 
there with this group in most starts.  Has 7 wins this season, so he knows how to get the job done.   
 
4 – ROCKIN ROGER – Very sharp right now, and moves up in class after 2 straight wins and a claim.  The 
Rhoades barn has a high percentage this year, so there’s no reason to think this one won’t contend for 
the win again today.   
 
5 – WALKS OF LIFE – Claimed last time, off a line where he struggled to get home. However, he had 
missed three weeks and was parked past the quarter.  You may have to give him a pass on last week and 
give him another shot today.  This is the best post he’s had since his arrival.  
 
6 – UNCLE COZ – Made his debut in this class last week and cut quick fractions, only to fade late.  He’ll 
need a much stronger final quarter this week.   
 
7 – NATHAN FEELSGOOD – He’s a closer, and has been going off at high prices in recent weeks.  
However, the last 2 starts, his final quarter times have been good, and he’s been consistent overall with 
his speed.  If others battle early, it wouldn’t be a shock to see him getting a piece of it late.   
 
8 – SILVER BULLET – This one was claimed in July at Pocono, raced once here, and then went on the 
shelf for 2 months.  He returns today and drops in class.  The qualifier wasn’t bad, but he may need a 
start or two.   

 
 
SELECTIONS:   4-5-2-1 
 

  



 
RACE 3 – NW 5 PACE 
 
1 – MAJOR ANNOUNCEMENT – Newcomer to The Meadows from the DePinto Stable. The Smith barn 
has done very well over the years with horses from this stable, but this one just isn’t sharp right now and 
has been racing in similar company in Philly.  
 
2 – BELLOWS BINGE – Drops in class today and draws a good spot.  He should be a factor in here, as 
he’s been consistent in most of his starts.  Has gate speed and closing ability, so he can challenge early 
or be patient.   
 
3 – PC’S EXPRESSO – Finished 5th last time after making up some ground in the third quarter but tiring 
late.  The third quarter was a tough one, for certain.  He paced that quarter in 27 flat, according to the 
chart, so he has one good burst of speed, it just needs to be timed right.   
 
4 – SCRUB HANOVER – I picked this one as a longshot last week and he went off at 8-1 and finished 
fourth.  Not a bad effort, after being shuffled to 8th at the ¾ pole.  Showed a good late kick, and if he’s 
closer to the action today, that could be enough to put him on the ticket.   
 
5 – BLAKEMORE – Got a perfect trip and couldn’t quite reach the frontrunner last week.  Still paced a 
good mile, but my concern is that if he couldn’t get a win off that trip, it’s going to be just as tough to 
win today.  Of course, that doesn’t mean he can’t still be on the ticket, as he was last week.   
 
6 – CLASSY HILL – Good win last week, in the conditioned claiming class.  Will be tested today.  All of 
his recent starts have been in conditioned claimers, so this will be a step up for him.   
 
7 – ARTISTS RUFFLES – Comes off a very big win on the half mile track at Shenandoah Downs in 
Woodstock, Virginia last week.  Shows one recent start in this class, a 7th place finish after getting a slow 
start back in mid-July.  However, he still only lost by 3 ½ lengths that day.   
 
8 – WESTERN BEACHBOY – Won last week in wire-to-wire fashion. Has an outside post today which 
could hurt him a bit, but I’ve got to think he’s going for the front just like last week.   
 
 
SELECTIONS:  2-8-4-5 
 

  



 
 
RACE 4 – PA FAIR FINAL 
 
1/1A (ENTRY) –  Birch Bark has 5 wins this year and good early speed, but has been inconsistent lately.  
Geisha Seelster trotted a fast mile last week in Virginia, but has likewise also struggled a bit with 
consistency.  Neither has a great post today.   
 
2 – PRETTY PROUD – Adds Lasix for the first time, which definitely could help this one.  Raced well in 
NW3 company last week for Hall, and he’ll drive her again.  She’s been first or second in 14 of 18 starts 
this year.   
 
3 – ALEXIS MAY HANOVER – I’m going to take a shot with this one today after a trip at Philly last time. 
The Beegle Stable has done well here this season, so let’s go for a (hopefully) decent price.  She has 
early speed and closing ability, and may test the water out of the gate today.   
 
4 – MARVALOUS SONG – On the board in 22 of 26 starts this year, and comes off a narrow loss in 
Virginia last week.  She has the talent and can be a factor in here if she avoids an early speed duel, which 
is what happened to her last week.   
 
5 – DANCE FOR KISSES- Won her most recent start with a good mile at Bloomsburg in Columbia 
County.  Has been improving, and shows a fast mile in the Stallion Series final at Philly.  She’s faced 
some tougher competition in some of her recent starts. 
 
6 – KEYSTONE DIAMOND – Six-time winner this year, she paced some very quick fractions in her most 
recent start in Philly. She’s been a consistent top finisher on the fair circuit and can be good here with 
the right trip.   
 
7 – KEYSTONE MAI GIRL – Won her last fair start, but that was in a “B” level event.  She’ll be facing 
tougher foes today and draws a tough post.   
 
8 – AMUSING DRAGON – Gets the worst of the post draw, which is going to make it a challenge for her.  
Doesn’t seem to have a ton of early speed, so she’ll likely be sitting 9th early in the mile.   
 
 
SELECTIONS:   6-4-3-1  



 
RACE 5 – PA FAIR FINAL 
 
1 – RT GLORIA DE DIOS – Made a couple of breaks in her most recent start, but has been solid most of 
the time this year.  Has five wins, so she’s a contender here if she avoids a break.  The big concern is that 
the only break she shows is from the rail post, and that’s what she has here.   
 
2 – I’MALLTHATMATTERS – Has consistently been a challenger, but only has one win this year.  Still, she 
stays on stride and has gate speed, two very positive factors in a freshman trot.   
 
3 – BUMPER HANOVER – She’s the one to beat today, thanks to 8 wins and 30k in the bank this year.  
Has gate speed to get out quickly and control the mile.  They will be trying to catch her in the stretch.   
 
4 – MISTY LANE – Just raced 3 days ago, so let’s hope she’s up to another race this week.  She’s been 
worse than third just once all season, and finished third on Wednesday in a quick time.  There’s a lot to 
like with this one.   
 
5 – KEY LIME PIE – Faded to a 38-length loss just three days ago, so she’s likely to be a longshot in this 
group today.   
 
6 – DONNA’S HALL – Shows an interference break at Bloomsburg in her most recent start, so ignore that 
line as it wasn’t her fault.  Has had a good season, but she seems to like to race close to the front, and 
that could be a difficult trip to work out with speed inside of her at the gate.   
 
7 – STAR TOURS – Had four top-2 finishes this year, but none of them are recent.  This one will also likely 
be a high price today.   
 
8 – PACIFIC SIREN – Doesn’t have a lot of experience, with just five career starts, but the last two have 
been in pari-mutuel stake events. Her most recent non-stake line here was good, a second place finish in 
1:59.  She has the speed, but lacks experience and has a tough post.   
 
9 – TOUCH OF DOUGH – She makes the race much tougher to handicap.  Has been very good this year 
with 7 wins in 12 starts, but has the worst post today.  The big question is what kind of trip will she be 
able to work out…if she goes for the lead, she could get parked, but if she sits at the back, she could 
find herself too far back to reach.   
 

 
SELECTIONS:    3-4-9-8 
 

  



 
RACE 6 – PA FAIR FINAL 
 
1 – WON THE WAR – In good form right now, with two wins in her last four starts.  Appears to like to 
stalk the frontrunners, not on the lead but not too far back.  Should be able to work out a trip if she stays 
on stride at the start.  She broke the last time she had the rail.   
 
2 – LIGHTNING LOIS – Picks up Mike Wilder today, and has had success at The Meadows earlier in the 
year.  Only has one victory this season, so she may not necessarily be a contender for the win, but could 
be on the ticket if she stays out of trouble. 
 
3 – CRITICAL HANOVER – Comes off a career best victory at Pocono, and has done well throughout the 
year with 7 wins.  Has gate speed, and should be able to get herself into the spot she wants out of the 
gate.   
 
4 – TELL ME SOMETHING – May draw some attention with Pantaleano today, but is coming off a break 
and an effort where she was parked.  Could turn things around, but on paper, she’ll be a bit of a 
longshot in here.   
 
5 – BELLAMENTE – Didn’t race last year, and doesn’t have as much experience as most of the field.  Her 
Meadows line is encouraging, as she raced from the back of the pack and passed a few horses to finish 
fourth.  That may be the trip she gets today.   
 
6 – SECRET COOKIE – Lost by 44 lengths in a recent Meadows start, so she will be tough to recommend 
off that line.   She’s 0-for-23 this year and has just one career win. 
 
7 – KYLAH – Another one that will be a longshot today, she won twice this year, but both were early in 
the summer.  Has made breaks in two of her last three, so she would be a surprise winner in here this 
afternoon.   
 
8 – BLOW BACK – Has won 1/3 of her races this season, and hasn’t been lower than second in a long 
time.  The only concern today is the post, as she will have to use some energy early in order to get to 
the lead.   
 
9 – WORLDLY HANOVER – She’s the morning line favorite and deserves to be a top pick in here, 
coming off a Keystone Classic win.  However, she will have to overcome the outside post.  I’m picking 
her to win, taking a chance that she will find a way to get there, despite the post. 
 
 
SELECTIONS:  9-3-8-2 
 

  



 
 
RACE 7 – NW 7500 PACE 
 
1 – KNOCKING AROUND – Hasn’t been better than fourth in a while, but the entire barn is sharp right 
now, so you cannot count this one out, especially with the rail.   
 
2 – RUFFLE UP – Won in this class two starts ago, but was a little overmatched in the higher level last 
week.  Still, put in a good effort to finish fourth, and should be the one to beat off the class drop today.   
 
3 – ONE BAD NIGHT – Raced well from a bad post last time, and moves inside today.  Like virtually 
everyone else in here, you can’t completely count him out.  This is a competitive field, and just about 
anyone including this one, could be very good. 
 
4 – HUDSONANDBERNARD – I liked him last week, and he made a break while moving into contention.  
Logically, I should give him another shot today, but this is a tough field and he does come with risk, now 
showing two breaks in his last four starts.   
 
5 – CAPTAIN VELOCITY – Palone chose off this one to drive #2, but he’s another one that has the talent 
to contend here.  Has gate speed but has also shown closing ability.  He needs to avoid a speed duel at 
the start.   
 
6 – LIBERAL – He’s up two classes this week, so that will be difficult to overcome. However, the reason 
he’s up in class is because he’s coming off a win, and while he only went in 1:54 last time, he has shown 
1:52 speed in recent weeks.   
 
7 – IMIDEAL HANOVER – This one makes his second start on Lasix, so he definitely has a license to 
improve today.  He was a winner in this class on September 8, so you can definitely make a case for him.  
On the downside, however, is the fact that he hasn’t drawn outside post 3 in a while.   
 
8 – MANOLITO MONTOYA – He’s been tough to handicap lately, with two good miles and two breaks 
in his last four starts.  He has the speed, but the pattern is that he’s been breaking every other start.  He 
also draws a tough post today.   
 
9 – SOUTHWIND MONTY – Hasn’t been better than third in a while, and changes classes today and will 
face some older foes.  The biggest obstacle for him today is the post position.   
 
10 – TODDLER TANTRUM – Merriman chose #3 over this one, as he’s coming off two straight 7th place 
finishes.  Prior to that, he had been racing very well, so he could turn things around if the trip works out 
in his favor.  
 
 
SELECTIONS:   2-5-7-4 
 

  



 
RACE 8 – PA FAIR FINAL 
 
1 / 1A (ENTRY) –  The two Hammer trainees have combined for a lot of wins this year, and should be the 
second choice on the tote board in here.  The big question is whether or not the two-for-the-price-of-
one entry can work together to get to Venier Hanover 
 
2 – KARMA WINS – The only one in the field without a win, he bounced back with a better line at 
Bloomsburg.  He does get Lasix this week, which could help. 
 
3 – CHOREOGRAPHER – Has been racing in conditioned claimers locally and has put in some decent 
miles, but he’s facing a tough group here.   
 
4 – LEGENDARY RON – Joins the Burke Stable this week, which will definitely draw attention his way.  
Has won three in a row, but all were in the “B” level of the sire stakes. 
 
5 – VENIER HANOVER – He’s the one to beat, as it’s been quite a while since he’s lost a fair stake.  
Paced a quick mile in the Keystone Classic last time.  The big question is whether he will go for the front 
early, or sit back and make his move late.  I’m thinking he won’t want to let others be in control. 
 
6 – GYPSY TERROR – Is able to race with Lasix, which could help, but his 1:58.2 qualifier just isn’t quick 
enough to get the win in here.   
 
7 – NIGHT DREAMER – The outside post will hurt his chances, so he’ll need the right trip, which means 
he’ll need others to battle early so that he can pass horses late.   
 
 
SELECTIONS:   5-1-3-4 
 

  



 
RACE 9 – PA FAIR FINAL 
 
1 / 1A (ENTRY) – Crew Sock Hanover has won 11 times this year, and just paced in 1:56.3 here last week.  
She’s been the one to catch all summer long.  Her stablemate has been in the top three in 9 of 14 starts 
as well, so the entry looks pretty good here.   
 
2 – SWEET TEA BABY – Has had trouble with breaks, but put in a good mile at Bloomsburg with a 
closing effort, passing 4 horses in the final quarter mile.  She’ll likely be a longshot, but has the inside 
post.   
 
3 – SHEZMYLILROCKNROLL – Hasn’t been able to get a win this year, but shows some fast times and 
has been racing locally in recent weeks.  Had a bad post last time, so the 4th place finish wasn’t too bad.  
May need a little quicker final quarter.   
 
4 – QUEEN BEE HANOVER – Has been in the top three in 8 of 11 starts, including 4 wins.  However, her 
last start at Bloomsburg is a little tough to read.  Did she get a little tired, or did she get trapped in 
behind a tiring horse?  That’s the question.   
 
5 – APRIL AVA – Comes off her only finish of the year lower than third, but still was only 2 lengths back at 
the wire.  She’s had a decent season, and could be on the board here if she can avoid an early speed 
battle.   
 
6 – SURE R LOOKIN GOOD – Comes off a quick mile at Pocono last time, and while she didn’t get a 
check here in the Keystone Classic, the fact is that they thought enough of her to give her a shot.  Post 
hurts a bit today, however.   
 
7 – MARVALOUS MARLEY – Has the outside post today, which won’t help.  Plus, she’s been off since 
Gratz in mid-September, and lost by more than 33 lengths that day.  She’ll be a very high price in here.   
 

 
SELECTIONS:   1-3-2 
 

  



 
 
RACE 10 – PA FAIR FINAL 
 
1 – WHAT A HUNK – Has 4 wins this year, including a 1:57.1 win at The Meadows.  However, he has 
made breaks in two of his last four starts, so he comes with some risk today.  Still, his past achievements 
and $49k in the bank this year are hard to overlook.   
 
2 – GRAPPLE HANOVER – He’s a longshot on the morning line but he could hit the ticket in here.  
Trotted in 1:58.1 at Philly in mid-September, so he has the speed to challenge here.   
 
3 – POSSESS THE STONE – Has a couple of recent fair wins, plus he shows a 1:56.4 Meadows victory 
earlier in the year.  He’s coming off a good win at Bloomsburg, and could be a contender here.    
 
4 – WILLIE B WORTHY – Has five wins and a 1:57.4 mark at Pocono this season, but is coming off a 
break last time at Bloomsburg.  He may not be quite as sharp as he had been earlier in the summer, but 
still isn’t out of the question here.  Zendt hasn’t driven him in a while, but he’s quite familiar with him.   
 
5 – TYMAL ADVOCATE – Got a late start this summer and only has 9 starts, but he’s certainly coming 
into today’s race in good form, with 4 wins in those 9 starts.  Has shown plenty of gate speed at the fairs, 
and that should translate here as well.   
 
6 – YOUGOTTABECRAZY – Races on Lasix today, as he did earlier this week at Pocono.  Doesn’t appear 
to have a ton of gate speed, so he could be looking at a closing route today.   
 
7 – EIFFEL HANOVER – Tried to race from the back last week and finished 6th.  Appears to be a little 
better when he gets out of the gate.  Wilder will drive this week, so let’s see how aggressive he gets out 
of the gate.   
 
8 – SHOW ME THE MAGIC – Shows two recent wins, but both were on the front, and it may be a bit 
difficult for him to get there today from post 8.  Also comes with some risk after making a break in his 
most recent start.   
 
9 – ALVISI HANOVER – Didn’t race last season, but has had a very good 2018, with 16 top-3 finishes and 
over $42,000 earned.  Comes into today’s race after making breaks in 2 of his last 3 starts, so combine 
that with his post, and he could be a longshot in here.  However, he does know how to hit the board, so 
if you’re looking for a horse that brings some value, he could be the one. 
 
  

 
SELECTIONS:   1-2-5-3 
 

  



 
 
RACE 11 – NW 3500 PACE 
 
1 – DAFINATY – Moves to an inside post today, which certainly can’t hurt.  Needs a quick start from the 
rail. 
 
2 – ALLIE’S CRUISER – He’s not as sharp as he had been earlier in the summer, but showed signs of 
turning things around last week.  Only has one win this season, but has paced some quick miles, 
including last week’s 1:52.4.   
 
3 – VIP BAYAMA – Makes his second start in the Johnson Stable, so he could show some improvement 
today.  Last week he had the rail and got off to a slow start, so post 3 should be a better starting spot for 
him.   
 
4 – RYCROFT N – Returned from a 2-month layoff last week and had post 9, so don’t read too much into 
that race.  He should be much better this week.  When he’s on his game, he likes to race close to the 
front, so look for him to get an aggressive drive out of the gate.  
 
5 – SIN CITY BOOGIE – He was parked for the mile from post 8 last time, so ignore that mile.  Hall takes 
the lines today for the first time this season.  The big question is whether or not he will race from the 
back again or try to shake things up and go for the early lead.   
 
6 – BROOKLYN FLIGHT – Comes off his best finish in the last 2 seasons, so that’s a definite plus coming 
into today’s race.  He’s a former top level pacer, so you can never count him out.  Seems to be very 
comfortable in the 1:54 range.  
 
7 – R J P – Palone chose this one over #4, so you can’t completely overlook him, but he’s been 
struggling throughout the season.  Put the hobbles back on for the most recent qualifier.   
 
8 – SMOKE UP JOHNNY – Last week was hit best finish in a few starts, but today he moves back to an 
outside post.  Seems to be very post-conscious, as his two third place finishes were from inside posts, 
and he’s finished far back when he starts outside.   
 
9 – HILLBILLYFAIRYTALE – Hasn’t been in the top-3 in a while, and gets the outside post today.  He’ll 
likely be a longshot, but he always has a good final quarter in him.  If others mix it up early, he can be on 
the ticket at a price.   

 
 
SELECTIONS:  5-4-3-2 

  



 
RACE 12 – 10,000 CLAIMING PACE 
 
1 – FINAL JUSTICE – Tough trip last time, but raced well.  Held on for fourth, his best finish since being 
claimed.  It was also a drop in class to the 10,000 level, so it appears as though he fits well in this group.   
 
2 – GRANDPA DON – Paced a fast final quarter last time, but was too far back.  He hasn’t won in a while, 
but could be a factor here if he can stay close to the action early.   
 
3 – MAINLAND KEY N – The main frontrunner, he’ll likely be on the front once again this week right out 
of the gate.  This is the best post he’s had in a while, but the big question is how quickly he can step out 
of the gate from the inside.   
 
4 – LUCKY MILLIONAIRE – His last three starts have been decent, so he could hit the ticket here at a 
price.  He’s versatile, so he can leave the gate or race from the back, but with Mainland Key N to his left 
at the gate, he may have to race from the back today.   
 
5 – INCREDIBLE DRAGON – Did not fare well in his debut for a new barn last week, so he’s a bit of a 
mystery today.  Definitely could improve, as he has a better post, but he’ll likely be a moderate price.   
 
6 – FOX VALLEY CADET – Has been overmatched in the 10,000 level after being claimed for $7500 at 
Pocono in mid-September. He did show some improvement last week, going a little faster overall and in 
the final quarter.   
 
7 – CATHERINESDIAMOND – Debuts for a new barn this week after a claim, but he stays in for the same 
claiming price.  Had post 10 last week so ignore that line completely.  He was better in his previous two 
starts, and was a winner in this class on September 8.  
 
8 – HRUBYS N LUCK – He may go for the early lead this week as he’ll be rolling quickly being the gate. 
Got off to a slow start last week from the rail and raced well, but I’m looking for him to try to shake 
things up this week.   
 
9 – ALBIONKINGINFINITO – Has post 9 for the second straight week, and lost by 15 lengths last week.  
He will be the longshot in here.   
 

 
SELECTIONS:    4-3-1-7 

  



 
 
RACE 13 – NW 11,500 PACE 
 
1 – THE DARK SHADOW – Drops in class today from the top level.  Finished second by just a neck in his 
last start in this class.  Draws the inside post, so he’s definitely a big factor in here.   
 
2 – ROYALTYHASARRIVED – He’s a longshot on the morning line, but has finished ahead of #1 both 
times they’ve faced each other in recent weeks. He won his last start in this class, and draws a good spot 
today, so he’s definitely a big factor in here.   
 
3 – ATTA BOY DAN – He’s 0-for-7 this year, but draws a good spot today and is not out of the question 
to win.  Many of his losses this year were by very narrow margins.   
 
4 – SAM HILL – The veteran returns from a trip to Kentucky where he was unable to hold a late lead in a 
long stretch.  He returns home today and drops from the top level he was in two weeks ago.  He’s 
always a factor here.   
 
5 – BARNABAS – Raced well in his first three local starts, but last week moved up to this class and was 
parked from post 8.  He faded to sixth, but actually put in a very game effort to only lose by 5 lengths.  
He’ll need to be equally tough today.   
 
6 – A REAL MIRACLE – Hasn’t raced since August 4, and returns today after a qualifier.  He’ll likely need 
a race or two to get into total race shape.   
 
7 – CASHENDASH HANOVER – Newcomer was claimed last time after winning for the 11th time this 
year.  He’s a bit of a mystery here, but certainly knows how to win.  Rawlings chose to drive #8 over this 
one.   
 
8 – JD’S MACCA LODGE – Won in this class last time, so he’s very sharp right now.  However, the post 
position works against him.  But it’s hard to argue with his recent success.   
 
9 – MISTER VIRGIN – Newcomer was claimed last time from Philly, and the barn is hot right now.  He has 
gate speed to try to overcome the post, but there is plenty of early speed in here and he could get 
pushed early if he makes that attempt.   
 
 
SELECTIONS:   4-2-1-9 
 

 
 
 
  



 
 

RACE 14 – 20,000 CD CLAIMING TROT 
 
1 – CHUCKIE ME – Put in a big mile in his local debut, so this class is definitely the right one for him right 
now.  He should be a major player in here.   
 
2 – REAL WORLD GOAL – Broke last week while in contention as the favorite.  That was in the NW5 
class, so he’s getting a class drop today.  If he minds his manners, he obviously has the speed to be 
good in here.  
 
3 – LADY JUSTICE – Shows one recent start in this class and finished 8th.  Tried the 10,000 claiming class 
last week and was fifth, so she’s just not quite as sharp right now as she was a few weeks ago.  Will need 
a stronger final quarter to contend here.   
 
4 – ALMIROLA HANOVER – Drops from NW5, where he was a very good second place finisher last 
week.  He shows one recent start in this class, a winning effort on September 1.  Has some gate speed, 
but appears to be a little better racing from behind.   
 
5 – INVESTED IN LINDY – Tried to go to the front last week and made a break.  He rallied late to pass 
three horses and get a check, so it wasn’t a bad effort after the miscue.   
 
6 – SCHWARBER – He’s a closer, so he’ll need others to set fast fractions up front.  He doesn’t seem to 
be a contender for the win, but could catch a piece of the Super Hi 5.   
 
7 – WHEELS A TURNING – Newcomer joins the Perfido Stable today after one start at Philly.  He’s 
mostly been racing in lower conditions at Tioga, so it’s tough to equate the classes.  We’ll learn more 
about him today.   
 
8 – MS MULLEN – Hasn’t been better than sixth in her last four starts and draws an outside post this 
week.  She’ll be one of the longshots in here.   
 
9 – MASSIVE RISK – Finished second in a low conditioned race last week, her best finish in a few weeks.  
The post position hurts her chances quite a bit today.   
 
10 – GOLDEN ATTITUDE – Made his return last week after nearly three months off. He tired late, but 
should improve a bit this week in his second effort.  He’s still likely a few weeks away from his best effort.   
 
 
SELECTIONS:  1-2-4-7-9 

 
 


