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SURPRISE 2ND IN JUGETTE, E DEE’S WELL SAID SEEKS MORE IN SATURDAY’S KEYSTONE CLASSIC 

 
When Christy Pantaleano dropped E Dee’s Well Said into last week’s Jugette, some observers might have 
concluded the trainer had “Jugette Fever” and was racing just to say she did. Her filly’s credentials — 
success in late closers at The Meadows, second in the Pennsylvania Sires Stake consolation — didn’t seem to 
justify a battle with the finest 3-year-old fillies in the sport. 
 
But if Pantaleano suffered from that disease, she was cured by watching E Dee’s Well Said finish second, 
beaten a diminishing length by Alexa’s Power, at an astronomical 62-1. The daughter of Well Said-Eternity’s 
Delight earned more than $57,000, the biggest payday of her career. 
 
“If the race had been a few steps longer,” she says, “we would have won it all. It was by far the greatest thrill 
of my life.” 
 
On Saturday at The Meadows, E Dee’s Well Said will try to maintain her momentum in the $61,500 Keystone 
Classic. She’ll go from post 7 in race 4 with regular pilot (and Christy’s husband) Jim Pantaleano, who guided 
her in the Jugette. First post is 1:05 PM. 
 
E Dee’s Well said was purchased for $35,000 as a 2-year-old for C Jimmy D’s Racing LLC, an investors’ group 
that Christy Pantaleano manages.  
 
“She was very scrappy,” the trainer recalls. “We took a chance on her, and as soon as we got her to the 
barn, she was game for everything. I always thought that she would be great on a half-mile track, and Jimmy 
always has been a great half-mile-track driver. From the time we bought her I told Jimmy, ‘She’s going to the 
Jugette.’ 
 
“When I staked her to the Jugette, I thought they would go heats, which didn’t happen. I thought she would 
be amazing in heats because absolutely nothing affects her.” 
 
E Dee’s Well Said has the Simpson and the Pegasus remaining this year. Prompted by her filly’s stunning 
debut on a half-mile oval, Christy Pantaleano already is working on a plan for her 4-year-old campaign. 
 
“I would love to take her to Yonkers and see what she can do. She has so much potential, and she has an 
amazing attitude.” 
  



 
 
RACE 1 – NW 8 PACE 
 
1 – DADDYOFEMALL – Another solid performance in the Keystone Classic last week, and another good 
post draw today.  He can definitely be a factor this week. 
 
2 – BAMBINO JOE – They thought enough of this one to enter him in The Adios back in July.  Shortly 
after that, he headed east for a couple of starts, but then made a successful return to the Wright Stable 
last week.  His 1:53.3 win on the half mile track at Delaware, Ohio was a good one.  This is a tough 
group today, but he can go with them with the right trip.   
 
3 – SOUTHWIND MONTY – A longshot last week, he made an outside move with cover but couldn’t 
reach.  Gets his 5th different driver in 5 starts today.  Has shown some gate speed, but hasn’t used it in 
the last 3 weeks.  Could try that route today.   
 
4 – INDIGO ART – Fifth in this class last week, but only lost by 2 lengths.  He usually likes to get out of 
the gate and get a good spot, so that could certainly be the plan again today.   
 
5 – BELLOWS BINGE – Bounced back with a 4th place finish last week, but the trip worked in his favor, as 
the second half mile was slower than the first.  He’ll be pacing a storm coming home, as always, but he’s 
at the mercy of the fractions.   
 
6 – WESTERN TYRANT – Very sharp right now.  He’s versatile, with gate speed and closing speed, but I 
have a feeling he might leave the gate today to try to avoid being too far back early.   
 
7 – HE’S A POPPER – Newcomer paced a fast mile last time with a fast final quarter, but remember at 
Hoosier that final quarter is mostly a straightaway.  Still, it was a good mile after missing a week due to a 
scratch.  The big question today is the class…it’s tough to compare the series he was in to this group.   
 
 
SELECTIONS:   6-2-1-7 
 

  



 
RACE 2 – 12,500-15,000 CLAIMING PACE 
 
1 – MANOLITO MONTOYA – He comes with risk, after making 2 breaks in his last three starts.  
Obviously has plenty of speed, but he actually lost ground in the final quarter last time.  I’ll give him one 
more try, but he’s not a lock by any means in here.  
 
2 – RUSTY CARTER – An upset winner at 27-1, this one flashed gate speed last week.  Not sure if he can 
repeat that quick foot from an inside post today.  Other than a bad trip two starts ago, he’s been hitting 
the board pretty well, so he’s a factor with the right trip.   
 
3 – EPIC UNION – Moved up to this class last time and finished 5th, only 3 lengths back.  Not a bad line 
at all, but he’s traditionally a slow starter.  That means he’s at the mercy of the fractions in front of him.  
Hopefully they’ll be swift, and he can pass horses late.   
 
4 – MAYTIME TERROR – Had a bad post last time, but goes in for a lower pricetag today, so he gets a 
favorable draw.  He’s been claimed back and forth a few times, so it looks like the owners are willing to 
lose a little on the claim price, but they likely think they can offset that loss by winning the race and 
earning a good purse check.   
 
5 – FAIRYTALE PRINCE – Made a 3-wide move last time but never got higher than 5th.  He’s tried 3 
different classes in his first three local starts, but stays in the 12,500 level today, so the connections must 
think he will fit here. 
 
6 – NATHAN FEELSGOOD – Comes off his best finish in over a month, so that’s a positive sign heading 
into today’s race.  He’s a closer, so the post shouldn’t affect him.   
 
7 – UNCLE COZ – Changes classes today after a relatively easy win in the 20,000 conditioned claimer.  
He looks like he should fit with this group.  He has plenty of early speed, so look for him to get one of 
the first calls out of the gate.   
 
8 – REGGIE RAIDER- Comes off a lame scratch two weeks ago, so he will likely be a longshot in this 
group today.   

 
 
SELECTIONS:   1-4-7-2 
 

  



 
RACE 3 – NW 7500 PACE 
 
1 – TODDLER TANTRUM – He’s been racing very, very well in recent weeks.  Last week he had a reason 
to tire, after making a move into a quick ¾.  He still paced in 1:51.3.  Definitely can be a factor in here if 
he can avoid another first-over trip.  Took last week off, but that shouldn’t hurt him.  Merriman had a 
choice among 3 horses in the field, and picked this one.  
 
2 – SOUTHWIND YUKON – Just missed last time off a tough trip.  His win was in a lower level three 
starts ago, but last week he proved that he is capable of winning in this class.  Give him a long look in 
here today.   
 
3 – HUDSONANDBERNARD – Here’s a longer shot with a chance.  He’s put in some tough miles in the 
last few months and even though he hasn’t been on the board the last couple of starts, it’s had more to 
do with post and trip than anything else.  He has a better post today, and he can definitely win the race 
if the trip works out right. 
 
4 – LOUIE’S SO BOSSY – Finished 5th last time, but was only a length and ¾ back of the winner.  He’s 
been using some early speed from outside posts, but I’m not sure he will test the waters early today.  
Hasn’t won in a while, so the price will be higher.   
 
5 – MONTANA PABLO A – Got very sharp in mid-August, but hasn’t had success since moving up in 
class.  He may fit a little better one step down from here right now.   
 
6 – ROCK N TONY – Here’s your likely favorite.  He only missed by a neck in his Meadows debut last 
time, and today he’s adding Lasix.  Everything points his way to be a top choice.   
 
7 – KNOCKING AROUND – The McNeight Stable has had a good week so far, so you have to give this 
one a look today.  He lost by less than a length last time, but as a closer, he will need a similar trip 
today…with a fast first half and a slower second half mile.   
 
8 – ONE BAD NIGHT – The post draw wasn’t kind to him today, so he’ll likely be a longshot in here.  
He’ll need to find a way to work out a trip.   
 
 
SELECTIONS:  6-3-2-1 
 

  



 
 
RACE 4 – KEYSTONE CLASSIC 
 
1 – ANA HANOVER – She’s a big mystery today, since she hasn’t raced in a month and shows two 
scratches from the last 4 times she’s been entered.  Her speed is never in question, but how ready is she 
after missing time?   
 
2 – AIMS WHISPER – Raced very well in the sire stake consolation, but that was 4 weeks ago, so the 
question is the same as with #1.  Is she 100% ready to go for today? 
 
3 – ALDINE HANOVER – Had a terrible post in the Jugette.  It’s nearly an impossible task to beat top 
stake horses from post 8 on a half-mile track, so she did very well to get 4th in that race.  Definitely a big 
factor today with a much better starting spot.   
 
4 – DANIKOVA – Had a bad post at Pocono last time but still picked up a check and made up ground on 
the frontrunners.  She has raced here twice recently, and used gate speed both times.  Not sure if she 
will challenge early, but she does have a stablemate to the inside that won’t likely hang her on the 
outside.   
 
5 – SERENE STRIDE – She has just never come back to the form she showed at the beginning of the 
season.  She has been off the board in three straight, including the Liberty Bell, where he had a good 
post, was sitting second at the half, and was well supported on the board.   
 
6 – REIGN ON ME – A beaten favorite last time, she wasn’t quite as quick in the final quarter as she had 
been in previous starts, so she’ll need to turn that back around today.  Not sure if Stillings will be 
aggressive with her off the gate, as there is some speed to her left at the start.   
 
7 – E DEE’S WELL SAID – Well driven in the Jugette, she earned a big check despite being sent off at a 
price of 62-1.  Today, she gets an outside post and while she hasn’t shown any early speed in a while, 
I’m 50/50 on whether or not she will try to get out of the gate.  That’s the big question, and could 
completely change the way this race is run.   
 
8 – KRUSHED APPLE – She takes a step up in class today, but is very sharp right now.  Still, her wins in 
1:54, while good, are not quite as fast as others in here have shown.  She’ll need to find more speed 
today.   
 
 
SELECTIONS:  7-3-2-6  



 
RACE 5 – NW 5 TROT 
 
1 – KRISTY’SGINGERGAL – Comes off a win, but while she hasn’t finished lower than second in the 
conditioned claiming level, she hasn’t been better than 6th in two tries in this class.  However, he has had 
post 8 in both attempts at this level, so she hasn’t had much of a shot.  Today she will have a much 
better chance.   
 
2 – ALMIROLA HANOVR – Here’s another one that had success in the 20,000 conditioned claiming level, 
but hasn’t cracked the top-2 in this NW5 class.  Still, both of her efforts in this level have been good 
enough to make her a consideration here.   
 
3 – REAL WORLD GOAL – Expect improvement out of this one today.  He had missed 3 weeks between 
starts, and horses usually do improve in their second start after joining a new barn. 
 
4 – JUST JOE – Post hurt this one last week, as he was stung to the first quarter from a bad post.  Draws 
much better today.  He trotted in 1:55.3 just two starts ago.   
 
5 – BAD RENTORS – Comes off a 2-length win in the NW4 level.  While he hasn’t had much luck in this 
class in recent weeks, he’s had excuses.  On 8/4, he made a break while in contention.  The next week, 
he had post 9, and the following week he tried to make two moves, and still only lost by 3 ½ lengths.  So 
if you read into the lines a bit, he is better than those efforts may look. 
 
6 – STRITCH – Raced very well last week as a 14-1 longshot, making a 3-wide move and closing well to 
be second.  She’s starting to find some consistency, which means she could be a factor today if the 
fractions are swift.   
 
7 – BONE A FIDE BABE – Added Lasix last week and put in a very strong effort, trotting home in 28.3 for 
her best finish in a while.  She trotted a 1:56.3 winning mile early in the year, and with the addition of 
Lasix, she may be headed back to that very soon.   
 
8 – JUST FOR YOU – The trip wasn’t an easy one for her last week.  Today, with an outside post, she’s 
most likely going to take to the back of the pack and try to close.   
 
9 – RIDE THE RAILS – Raced well in a stake last week in Ohio, but post hurts today.  Has gate speed, and 
may try to challenge early rather than sitting 9th. 
 

 
SELECTIONS:    5-3-1-7 
 

  



 
RACE 6 – 14,000 CONDITIONED CLAIMING PACE 
 
1 – BUCIZE ROCK – Comes off a good effort last week, but hasn’t been able to put together two strong 
efforts back-to-back.  Seems to be a little better when he avoids going to the front early, so expect a 
closing effort here.   
 
2 – SAID IT ALL – Is making just his second start of the year, so expect improvement this week, but not 
likely enough to get onto the ticket.  Keep him in mind for future weeks.   
 
3 – ROCKIN ROOTS – Was sent off at 36-1 from the second tier last week and responded with a big 
closing effort.  Came from 9th at the ¾ pole and finished second behind a runaway winner. Moves to a 
front-row starting spot this week, and should draw a lot more attention on the board.   
 
4 – MARCH ART – Took a 1:54.4 mark at Northfield, and has been racing on half mile fair tracks in Ohio.  
Has been on the board in 8 of 21 starts.  Has faced some tough competition and should fit very well with 
this group today.   
 
5 – JUST BANTER – He was hard-used twice last week, getting away 3rd from post 8, then pulling first 
over and getting the lead at the ¾ pole.  Couldn’t hold on for the win, but raced well nonetheless.  Has 
a better post today and will likely be one of the favorites.   
 
6 – KEYSTONE STEAM – This one looked good earlier in the year, but has struggled lately.  His recent 
lines don’t show much – a break, a scratch, and an 8th place finish.  Still, if you’re looking for a longshot, 
he could step up at any time with a better mile.   
 
7 – TANGO STAR – He was stung early last time, and forced to a 56.4 half, so he had reason to fade in 
the stretch last time.  If he goes for the front again today, hopefully he will have an easier time getting 
the lead.   
 
8 – TRIBAL WAR – This one makes the race tough to handicap.  He was a relatively easy winner two 
starts ago in this class, in what was his first start on Lasix.  Last week, he was bet to 8-5, got to the front 
out of the gate, but faded badly in the stretch.  He is a big mystery for today.   
 
9 – SO SLICK – Has had 2 starts in this class, and while he hasn’t been better than 6th, he did show 
improvement last week. Still, the post is the main obstacle today that he will need to overcome.   
 
10 – ANTAGONIST – I expected this one to be much better last week off a move to an inside post.  
However, he ended up with an 8th place finish, and today the post is going to be a hindrance, as he’s 
leaving from the second tier.   
 
 
SELECTIONS:  4-5-3-6 
 

  



 
 
RACE 7 – 10,000 CLAIMING PACE 
 
1 –  HRUBYS N LUCK – Dropped to this class last week and responded with a better effort.  Tough trip, 
yet he still paced in 1:54.2, his best since the claim.  Draws inside today and can be a factor with the 
right trip.   
 
2 – ROCKIN ROGER – An upset winner at 6-1 last week in his return from Ohio.  He got a slow start from 
the inside, but had plenty of pace coming home.  Draws the same post in the same class today.   
 
3 – FINAL JUSTICE – He’ll be a longshot today after a 15-length loss last week.  He has now lost by 
double-digit lengths in three straight, so today he takes a class drop, which has to help.   
 
4 – GRANDPA DON – He previous three efforts were good, but last week he was unable to catch the 
frontrunners and finished 6th.  He doesn’t appear to have any early speed, so he’ll likely get away mid-
pack, as usual, and try to pass a few late.   
 
5 – FOX VALLEY CADET – Made his local debut last week after a claim, but had the rail post and got off 
to a slow start.  He should fare better today from a middle post.   
 
6 – LUCKY MILLIONAIRE – Comes off two straight good miles, and the whole barn is racing better lately, 
so this one deserves a look.  He was 60-1 two starts ago and 32-1 last week, and I would look for his 
price to continue that downward trend again today.   
 
7 – INCREDIBLE DRAGON – Claimed for 10,000 last week, but he stays in the same class, which could 
be a sign that the new connections don’t believe he’s going to be able to beat the next level up at this 
time.  He has gat speed, and is likely to use it today to try to get a trip behind #8. 
 
8 – MAINLAND KEY N – The main speed horse off the gate, look for him to get a similar trip as last 
week, where he works his way to the front and tries to hold off the pack.  Palone chose this one over two 
other options in here, #7 and #10.   
 
9 – ALBIONKINGINFINITO – Hasn’t been in the top-3 in a while, and today he draws the worst post.  
Will likely be sitting 10th at the half and will have a long way to come in the final half mile.   
 
10 – CATHERINE’SDIAMOND – Won his last start in this class, and finished a respectable 4th in the 
higher level.  Gets a class drop today, so logically he should be very good here, but gets a second tier 
start.  Won on the front two weeks ago, and will have to find a way to get there today.   
 
 
SELECTIONS:   10-1-8-4 
 

  



 
RACE 8 – NW 4 PACE 
 
1 – LUCK N ROLL K – Has been very inconsistent, but comes off a good line last week.  Was passing 
horses late from a bad post, and should be more involved early today from the inside.   
 
2 – GUNNAR BOY – Palone chooses off of this one this week, but the horse is coming off a good line last 
week.  Made a 3-wide move at the ¾ pole and finished second.  Draws the same post today, but the big 
issue here is a double class jump.  He was in NW2 last week.  
 
3 – SCRUB HANOVER – Drops from the Keystone Classic this week.  He’s been hot and cold, but when 
he’s on, he can beat this group.  I’m going to take a shot that he’ll be on his game today.   
 
4 – BLAKEMORE – Palone picked this one over #2 today, but he’s not sharp right now, finishing no 
better than 5th I his last four starts.  Only has one win this year, so I see him as more of a longer shot this 
afternoon.   
 
5 – WESTERN BEACHBOY – Paced a quick mile in the Keystone Classic, with a fast final quarter.  Has 
some gate speed, but I’m not sure if he’ll try to use it.  There isn’t a ton of speed inside at the start, so 
today may be a good chance to try to mix things up and go for the front.   
 
6 – PC’S EXPRESSO – This one is a closer, so he’s always at the mercy of the fractions.  Paced a big final 
half last week, as he made up 2 lengths on the frontrunners in the final half, meaning that he paced in 
54.4 coming home.  Definitely can be a factor today with the right trip.   
 
7 – SPECTACULAR ROCK- Used some gate sped last week and put in a good mile, but that was in a 
conditioned claimer.  Moves up in class today to a much tougher group.   
 
8 – OWEN – A newcomer, he only has one lifetime win, so he’s racing far over his head and also drew 
the outside post.  He’ll likely be a longshot. 
 
 
SELECTIONS:   3-6-2-1 
 

  



 
RACE 9 – KEYSTONE CLASSIC PACE 
 
1 – CULT ICON – Won three in a row, then qualified to stay in shape.  Faced tough older mares last 
week at Hoosier, but today goes back to 3YO filly competition.  She has done well locally, and should be 
one of the main contenders.   
 
2 – SCUOLA HANOVER – Won in a NW4 last time at Harrington on the half mile track.  Has plenty of 
speed, showing a sub-1:51 performance at Pocono in the Sire Stake final.  Versatile, with gate speed and 
closing ability.   
 
3 – KITTY KITTY HAWK – Won in NW3 two starts ago and added Lasix after that mile.  Put in a tough 
effort last time, fading to 6th but still pacing a faster final quarter than before adding Lasix, so she 
definitely could improve.  However, she only shows one stake start, and she finished 7th in that effort.   
 
4 – REAL FINE – Faced a very tough field of older mares last time at Philly, and finished a strong second 
in a fast time.  She has won nearly half of her starts this year, draws a good spot, and should be one of 
the main contenders today.   
 
5 – FINE ART – Finished 5th in the Kentucky Sire Stake final last time, and has been on the board in 11 of 
her 17 starts.  Finished third in her last PA stake, so if things go her way, she can be on the ticket.   
 
6 – DREAMS ON ME – Finished third in her last two starts, but the most recent one was in a bottom 
conditioned race at Philly.  While there were some older mares in there, this is a step up today to a stake 
race.   
 
7 – MAJORSSPECIALLADY – Won in NW4 last time at Pocono, which was her first win of the year.  She 
has yet to get a win against stake horses this year, but banked over $300,000 last year.  Last week’s win 
could give her some of the confidence she had last season.   
 
8 – MISS HILL – Easily won a mid-level race at Tioga last time, as they offer Open 1 through 6 levels for 
pacing fillies and mares.  Finished 4th in the Liberty Bell two starts ago, putting in a good mile at Philly.  
Post is the biggest obstacle for her today.   
 

 
SELECTIONS:   4-7-1-8 
 

  



 
 
RACE 10 – PREFERRED PACE  
 
1 – ROYALTYHASARRIVED – Finished 6th in this class last week, after sitting last at the half.  With the rail 
today, he should get a better start and be closer to the action.   
 
2 – NORMANDY BEACH – Made his debut in this level last week and finished 5th, pacing a good final 
quarter.  He draws another good post, but will need others to battle early so that he can pass a few late. 
 
3 – THE DARK SHADOW – Finished second in a lower level last time, and steps back up to the top 
group.  Shows one other start in this class, but that was back in April.  He likes to race close to the front, 
but may not be able to secure that spot in this bunch.   
 
4 – VAGUE TRACES – Finished 4th last week, which may be his lowest finish since arriving at the Andrews 
barn.  The trip was less than ideal last time.  With a middle post, he may be able to work out a better trip 
this afternoon.    
 
5 – UNLOCKED – Made a return from a long layoff back in June, only raced a few times, then missed 
another 2 months.  Returned two weeks ago for a stake at Hawthorne, and won the final last week.  The 
big question is how ready he is for the top level here.  He was dominant in this class two seasons ago.   
 
6 – DAPPER DUDE – Went off at a high price of 7-1 last time and finished second, proof that you can 
never count him out.  He’ll be a factor again, as he has post advantage on his main two rivals. 
 
7 – WINDSONG LEO – After a huge effort two starts ago following an equipment issue, he responded 
with a big win last time as the favorite.  He’ll likely be the top choice again today.   
 
8 – PHOENIX WARRIOR N – He shows two starts in recent weeks with Pantaleano driving, and both were 
wins.  He returns to the bike this week, and will be the main challenger to last week’s winner.  He paced 
a strong mile last time, but was sitting too far back at the half in order to reach the winner.  Let’s see 
what kind of trip he gets today.   
  

 
SELECTIONS:   7-4-8-6 
 

  



 
 
RACE 11 – 7000-8000 CLAIMING PACE 
 
1 – PRINCE PALANI – Parked last time, ignore that mile.  Pantaleano drives today from an inside post.  
That same combination worked two starts ago, as he finished 2nd in his best effort in recent starts.   
 
2 – COLOSSAL – Only has one win this year, but has been a close second three straight times.  He’s one 
of the main contenders again today.   
 
3 – MATCHPLAY HANOVER – Gets a much better post today, but he’s still looking to end his winless 
streak for the season.  He should be able to stay close to the frontrunners early in the mile, which has to 
help.   
 
4 – RYANS ALLSTAR – Hasn’t had much of a chance the last two starts, as he’s had a pair of outside 
posts.  Today he moves to post 4, which is what he had three starts ago, when he was a good fourth 
place finisher.   
 
5 – T’S ELECTRIC – Parked last time from post 9, he draws a much better starting spot today.  Picks up a 
new driver who is in from Ireland, so this will be his first time behind the horse.  He’s a frontrunner, so 
look for this one to get the first call out of the gate.  
 
6 – THISWAYORTHEHIGHWY – The inside post wasn’t the best starting spot for him last week.  Today, 
he could use his gate speed and try to get to the front early, as he did two starts ago.  If so, he can 
hopefully avoid a speed duel with #5, or possibly drop in behind him and get a great trip.   
 
7 – OFFICIALLY YOURS – Has won two in a row, and also has the gate speed to challenge #5 out of the 
gate.  His fate will partially depend on what #6 does at the start.  Having two other rivals to your left 
going for the early lead is a lot tougher than just one.   
 
8 – P L DRAGON – A closer, this one joins a new barn this week after a private purchase.  Has only hit 
the board once in 13 tries this year, so let’s see if the change in scenery makes a difference.  Post 
doesn’t matter much, as he’s a closer and will be coming from far back anyway.   
 
9 – HICKORY LITTLE RED – Was able to survive a tough trip and win from post 10 last week.  Today, he 
draws the outside post and may try to challenge early.  However, the post and the speed inside of him at 
the gate put him in a tough spot.   

 
 
SELECTIONS:  5-2-9-1 

  



 
RACE 12 – NW11,000 PACE 
 
1 –  NITRO SEELSTER – Comes off a narrow win in a lower level last time.  Despite the class bump today, 
I expect this one to contend, as he has been successful at this level several other times this year.  He is a 
7-time winner for a reason.   
 
2 – STIRLING ESCORT – Stablemate of #1, this one is making just his second start back from a 4-month 
layoff, so while he should be better this week, I can’t see him contending for the win just yet.  Give him 
another start or two.   
 
3 – IDEAL ACE – Finished 4th in this class last time, which was 2 weeks ago.  He was a winner in this class 
four starts back, so he definitely can contend in here, but will need the right trip.  He has a better post 
today, which is another factor in his favor.   
 
4 – RUFFLE UP – This one moves up in class today, but he posted another very quick win last week in his 
first start on Lasix.  He’ll likely be the one to catch, as he seems to prefer the front.   
 
5 – JD’S MACCA LODGE – Moves up in class after an upset win last week at 19-1.  This is the highest 
level he’s faced in a while, so it will likely be a challenge for him.   
 
6 – MODERN REFLECTION – Made a tough move last week and faded, after dropping down from the 
top level.  He’s still looking for a home class-wise locally, but you can’t really read too much into last 
week’s race because of the trip.  With post 6, he’ll likely be able to get a cover trip this week.   
 
7 – ATTA BOY DAN – The classy veteran is still looking for his first win of the season, but he’s been 
close.  In his last four starts, he’s never even been a full length back of the winner at the wire.  This is the 
worst post he’s had in a while, but he’ll likely find a way to overcome it and be a contender for the win.   
 
8 – LORD OF WINTERFELL – Wilder chose off this one in favor of #7, as this one moves up in class 
today.  He is usually better when he gets out of the gate, but the last couple of weeks he has put in very 
good efforts as a closer.  Still, he’s going to have a lot of very good horses in front of him if he races 
from the back, and if he tries for the front, he’ll have some very good horses inside of him to force him to 
a quick quarter.   
 
9 – BARNABAS – Draws a tough assignment here with the outside post.  He likes to move forward out of 
the gate, and is up in class this week despite not picking up a win at the lower level.  He could get 
roughed up if he gets sent toward the front out of the gate.   
 

 
SELECTIONS:    4-3-7-1 

  



 
 
RACE 13 – NW 3500 PACE 
 
1 – V I P BAYAMA – Has three 9th place finishes in his last four starts, but joins a new barn today.  Has to 
be given some consideration, as the Johnson Stable is one of the top-percentage barns at the track this 
season.   
 
2 – BETTOR’S DREAM – Did very well to get 4th from post 9 last time, and finally moves to an inside post 
toady.  Hasn’t had a good post since August 18, so expect him to make the most of this chance today.   
 
3 – SMOKE UP JOHNNY – Got off to a slow start from post 8 last week, but paced a 28 second final 
quarter.  The last time he had a decent post, he finished third, only losing by a length.   
 
4 – GOGGLES PAISANO – Had no chance last time due to post 9.  Two starts ago, put in a good mile 
cutting a quick half and quick ¾ mile.  If he comes back to that form, he could be a factor in here at a 
high price.   
 
5 – DAFINATY – This one is now 0-30 on the year, and hasn’t finished higher than third.  He’ll be a 
longshot today.   
 
6 – LIBERAL – Palone chose off this one in favor of #9, but I still think this one deserves a look today.  
Has early speed, and if he can get into the right spot out of the gate, he can be on the ticket.   
 
7 – DEW N DOUGHNUTS – Post 1 wasn’t the best for him last time, as he got away 5th.  However, he 
rallied late and finished a solid third.  From this post, he may want to try for the early lead today.   
 
8 – SIN CITY BOOGIE – Draws a tough spot today with post 8.  If he has any gate speed at all, today 
would be the day to use it.  If not, he may find himself sitting 10th at the half, with a lot of ground to 
make up.   
 
9 – RYCROFT N – Returns today after a two-month layoff.  That’s a negative handicapping factor, as is 
the post position today.  On the positive side, he has gate speed, qualified well, and Palone chose this 
one over #6. He makes the race a little tougher to handicap.   
 
10 – HILLBILLYFAIRYTALE – A closer, he should get away mid-pack, which won’t hurt him at all.  Has 
good late speed, but will need others to set fast fractions up front.   
 
 
SELECTIONS:   1-8-7-6-3 
 

 
 
 


