
	
SATURDAY, AUGUST 4 

LINCOLNJAMES:  WORKING HIS WAY BACK TO THE MEADOWS’ PREFERRED PACE 

When the Four Seasons released their hit Working My Way Back to You, they probably didn’t have Lincolnjames in 
mind — that was 1966, after all. Yet the 7-year-old Northwest-Winbak Lucy gelding might be using that song for 
inspiration as he tries to work his way back to the Preferred Pace at The Meadows, a class he once dominated. 

Lincolnjames has put together a modest two-race winning streak and will try to take that next step back to the top 
in Saturday’s feature at The Meadows, a $13,000 Conditioned Pace in race 6. Lincolnjames goes from post 8 with 
Dave Palone driving. 

Saturday’s card features a number of compelling wagering opportunities, including a pair of rich total-pool 
guarantees — $7,500 for the Pick 4 (races 4-7), $5,000 for the Pick 5 (races 9-13) — and a $6,364.20 jackpot in the 
Super Hi-5 (race 13). The special post time of 12 noon will allow The Meadows to coordinate its live races with its 
simulcast of the Hambletonian Day program from The Meadowlands. 

In 2017, Lincolnjames won the Preferred, Preferred Handicap or Winners Over pace nine times at The Meadows, a 
major contribution to his $356,491 lifetime bankroll. This year, he lost his first 13 starts in those races, prompting 
trainer Ron Burke to demote him to conditioned events — and shift Windsong Leo from Yonkers to The Meadows. 
Windsong Leo stepped up to his role, winning the track’s top pace twice, but he likely won’t stay here long. “I’ve 
had too many horses at Yonkers that all fit the same class, so I brought Leo here for a couple weeks,” Burke says. 
“He’ll go back to Yonkers.” 

Meanwhile, Lincolnjames also responded well, winning his two conditioned events; if he triumphs Saturday, he’ll 
likely earn a ticket to the Preferred. Burke can’t point to any injury that’s held him back. “I’m more inclined to think 
the competition is getting tougher,” he says. “Look at this race today — he’ll face Dapper Dude and Knocking 
Around, who race in the Preferred most of the time.”  Post 8 may not be the best vehicle for the final step in his 
comeback, but Burke thinks Lincolnjames still can slug it out on the front under the right circumstances.  “He likes 
the front end better, but he has to get his fractions,” Burke says. “I don’t know if he’d like getting strung out in 
26.” 

Burke’s interest in Saturday’s card also will be piqued by the debut of Covenant, his Sweet Lou-Monkeys Can Sing 
freshman pacer. Monkeys Can Sing had a brief, undistinguished racing career, but her family sparkles with stars. 
Her dam, Cathedra, banked $733,789 on the track and, as a broodmare, produced a pair of millionaires: Cathedra 
Dot Com and Cabrini Hanover. Perhaps that’s why Covenant’s owners — Burke Racing Stable, Hatfield Stables, 
J&T Silva-Purnel & Libby, Weaver Bruscemi LLC — put up $130,000 for him at auction. 

“He’s the best-looking ‘Lou’ we have; he could be ‘Lou’s’ twin,” Burke says. ‘He’s been a disappointment this year. 
He doesn’t seem to pick things up very fast, but if you keep asking him to improve, he does. He’s supposed to be 
better than he has been. I keep telling him that, but he doesn’t understand. As long as he keeps improving, we’ll 
keep giving him chances.” 

Covenant leaves from the rail in race 2 with Mike Wilder in the sulky.  



 
 
RACE 1 – NW 5100 PACE 
 
1 –  GOOD SIDE – Broke early last week in debut for new barn.  Give him another try this week as he 
should show improvement in his second start for the Rhoades barn. 
 
2 – STARTHIMUP – Like #1 Good Side, this one made a rare break last week, in the exact same race.  He 
was too far back anyway from a bad post, but draws much better this week.  Look for him to be a 
contender. 
 
3 – TAP INTO POWER – Made a big move in a 27.3 third quarter last week, and kept closing in the 
stretch, only losing by a neck.  He has been consistent with his times in recent weeks, and aside from a 
second tier starting spot on July 7, he’s been a contender in every race.   
 
4 – ARTISTS RUFFLES – Gets a class change this week from the NW5.  He’s 0-for-19 so he may not be a 
contender for the win, but he can definitely hit the ticket.  He’s been inconsistent, not only with his 
finishes, but also at the start.  Left the gate on June 30, but last week got a slow start.  Hope for him to 
be at his best today.   
 
5 – SILVERHILL BLAZE – Has 3 wins this season, but none of them are recent.  Shows a win in this level 
back in mid-May, but his last two efforts in this class resulted in a 5th and 7th place finish.    
 
6 – DEW N DOUGHNUTS – Battled last time through quick fractions, but first-over isn’t usually his best 
way of racing.  Look for him to go for the early lead this week from the outside post.  If he can get 
decent fractions, he could be strong in here.   
 
 
SELECTIONS:   1-3-2-6 
 

  



 
RACE 2 – NW 1 PACE 
 
1 – COVENANT – Newcomer has qualified three times, but missed a month between the first two.  Now 
he appears ready, pacing in 1:57.4 on a track that was sloppy and listed with a -2 variant, which makes 
that mile a 1:55.4.  Driver Mike Wilder chose this one over #5 Western Thunder. 
 
2 – SPORTS BET – Canadian import joins a new barn this week.  He raced in a Grass Roots Ontario-bred 
stake last week and was bet to 9-1, but it looks like he made a first-over move and tired.  The 1:55.1 with 
a 27.3 last quarter on June 29 stands out, but that was on a larger track.   

 
3 – UNTESTED HANOVER – He’s lost his last 2 races by a combined 88+ lengths, which will make him a 
longshot in here.  Hope for a turnaround to the 28+ final quarters that he had shown in June. 
 
4 – DOO WOP WEST – This one looked super in the two local qualifying races.  He went to Scioto and 
must have been facing a tough group, since he was only bet to 7-2 off those lines.  He was overtaken 
early for the lead but was still in contention when he made a break.  He returns home to The Meadows 
today.   
 
5 – WESTERN THUNDER – This one is also dropping out of stake company, where he paced a quick mile 
and picked up a 5th place finish.  He’s been racing mostly from the back, so expect that route again 
today.   
 
6 – YANKEE BOURBON – This one put in a good performance last week from post 9, rallying in the third 
quarter and ultimately finishing second.  The winner was a runaway, by more than 13 lengths, but he was 
the best of the rest.  He’s also the oldest horse in the field at age 4, but only has 9 lifetime starts.   
 
7 – HOSS SOLO – His final quarter times have been a little slower than most of the field, and he’s 
coming off a 26 length loss last time.  He will be a longshot in here.  
 
 
 
SELECTIONS:  4-2-5-6 
 

  



 
RACE 3 – NW 3500 PACE 
 
1 – CYRUS SEELSTER – He’s been on the board 5 times this year, but none of those have been in the last 
six starts.  He could turn things around today with the inside post, but will need a quick start.  He only 
got away fifth from the rail back on June 30.   
 
2 – HYPOTHETICAL – Should draw a lot of attention on the tote board today off the class drop.  He won 
in this class in 1:51.1 back on May 19, and this is his first start back in the class since.  He also missed a 
full month prior to his start last Saturday, and now he’s back in on just 7 days rest so expect a lot more 
from him.   
 
3 – MONTANA PABLO A – He makes the race a little tougher to handicap.  He was a top level pacer 
over the winter, struggled throughout much of the spring, but then put in a very good mile in his most 
recent start.  However, that start was 4 weeks ago.  Note that Merriman chose this one over #8. 
 
4 – CATHERINE’SDIAMOND – This one was very sharp a few months ago but has fallen on harder times 
in recent starts.  Only raced once in July, and is now back after 3 more weeks off, so he may not be 
100% sharp today.   
 
5 – BROOKLYN FLIGHT – This one hasn’t cracked the top 5 yet this year in five starts, but has improved 
his times the last three weeks, which is a good sign.  He has a lot of back class, which could show 
through at any point now.  He’s got a shot to be on the ticket as a longshot.   
 
6 – GOGGLES PAISANO – Makes his second start back after 4 months off, so he should improve a bit 
today.  He paced a strong final quarter last week, a sign that he will be ready for his best effort soon.   
 
7 – FOREVERNALWAYS – Dropped to this class last time and was a 4th place finisher, a big improvement 
over his first two starts after the layoff.  It was a combination of the class drop and the fact that he is 
working his way back into shape.  He could be a factor here if the trip works out. 
 
8 – ALLIE’S CRUISER – Put in a very strong performance last week from post 9, and gets to stay in the 
same class today.  Unfortunately, he’s once again drawn the outside post.  Given the success he had 
using early speed last week, I’m thinking he will try the same route again today.  Merriman chose #3 over 
this one, but I still think he has a good chance here.  
 
 
SELECTIONS:   2-8-3-1 
 

  



 
 
RACE 4 – NW 8 PACE 
 
1 – NORMANDY BEACH – Took a fast mark here last year but is 0-for-15 this season.  Returns today 
from a couple of races at Yonkers.  Raced well on July 23, but had a bad post the following start.  Has a 
much better starting spot today, and shows a sub-1:50 mile on the program.   
 
2 – HILLBILLYFAIRYTALE – Steps up in class after another upset win, his second in the last 4 starts.  He 
has one big move that needs to be timed right, and it certainly was last week.  This class could be tough, 
but he’s also been facing some tough older foes in recent starts.   
 
3 – WESTERN TYRANT – Comes off back-to-back sub-1:52 miles, and paced a 27-second last quarter a 
week ago.  He has gate speed and closing ability, and that versatility certainly doesn’t hurt.  He’s a major 
factor in here, but note that Dave Palone chose #1 Normandy Beach over this one. 
 
4 – SIN CITY BOOGIE – Hasn’t raced in three weeks after making just two starts back after time off, so he 
may not be 100% sharp today.  Nonetheless, both of his starts have been good and he improved his 
finish last time despite moving up in class.  He steps up to an even tougher group this week, as the NW5 
class wasn’t used today.   
 
5 – BELLOWS BINGE – Has had terrible posts the last couple of starts, and like #4 Sin City Boogie, still 
fits the NW5 class.  The improved post certainly won’t hurt this week, but he’s mostly a closer and will be 
at the mercy of the fractions.   
 
6 – TO HIS CREDIT – He’s been off three weeks now, and the scratch makes him less likely to be 100% 
sharp today.  He will likely be a longer shot in here. 
 
7 – LOUIE’S SO BOSSY – Had a second tier starting spot last week, and made a break the week before.  
He hasn’t been better than 5th since moving up from the claiming ranks.   
 
8 – SUNSET BRAYDON – He chased veteran Sam Hill last week and nearly caught him at the wire, which 
was impressive for a young horse.  He’s been no worse than third in any of his four starts this year, and 
has now paced under 1:52 in back-to-back starts.  Despite the outside post, he’s one of the main 
contenders in here today.   
 
 
SELECTIONS:   1-8-3-4 

  



 
RACE 5 – NW 1 TROT 
 
1 – SAY JARANIMO – Raced in a pair of fair stakes in Ohio, making breaks both times.  Returned with a 
qualifier of 2:01.1 on a -2 track here last time, which was a good mile, and the final quarter was fast.  
Also added trotting hobbles last week.  Both of his Meadows lines were good, so he’s definitely a big 
factor here.  
  
2 – EXPLOSIVE FORM – Makes his career debut after one qualifier on a sloppy track.  Lost some ground 
to the frontrunners in the stretch, but could be a factor in here as he builds on the experience he gained 
in the qualifier.   
 
3 – LONG TERM DREAM – She was the favorite in here two starts ago and only lost by a head, but last 
time was bet to 5-2 and faded to a 9th place finish.  That mile was uncharacteristic, so hope for a return 
to her previous form today.   
 
4 – FANCY LADY – Hasn’t been better than 8th in two career starts, but showed improvement last time, 
only losing by 6 lengths, improving her final time, and her final quarter.  She has things going in the right 
direction as she gains experience.   
 
5 – TWEET – Raced 7 times last year, but has had a hard time getting to today’s first start of 2018.  She 
has qualified at least five times, making breaks in the first four attempts.  Showed some speed back on 
May 24, making a break while on the lead, so the talent could be there if she can mind her manners.   
 
6 – MISTY SONATA – Newcomer makes her career debut after two qualifiers.  Broke the first time 
around but improved in the second effort.  The 2:02.2 time was on a sloppy track, so she definitely 
showed more speed.  She will likely need a few starts and some more education.   
 
7 – FRIVOLOUS – Has had trouble staying on stride, but managed to do so last week despite a bad post, 
and an equipment issue.  She will be a longshot today, but she is improving.  
 
8 – LANEY HALL – She’s now 0-for-23 in her career, but remains a big factor in here for the win today.  
She has gate speed, and will likely use it today to get ahead of some of her inexperienced rivals in this 
race.  She has been relatively consistent with her times, and could be the one to catch in here.   
 
9 – MSMILLIONHEIRESS – She stayed on stride last week but had a bad post, so she was too far back to 
reach the frontrunners.  Despite finishing 7th, she only lost by 4 ½ lengths.  She does have gate speed, as 
shown on June 20.  She was second at the quarter from post 9 before making a break.  Don’t be 
surprised to see her use that early speed today.   
 

 
SELECTIONS:   1-8-3-9 
 

  



 
RACE 6 – NW 11,000 PACE 
 
1 – A REAL MIRACLE – Returns from Pocono today after a tough trip where he battled to the ¾ pole but 
weakened late.  Draws the inside today and can be a factor here with the right trip.   
 
2 – ONE BAD NIGHT – He was very sharp in June and early July, but didn’t get a good trip two starts 
ago, then never got involved from a bad post last week.  He’s kind of a mystery in here today.  Will the 
move back to the inside post result in a return to his previous form? 
 
3 – KNOCKING AROUND – He’s only won one race this year, but has been a factor in most of his recent 
starts.  Last week he rallied late with another sub-28 second final quarter and just missed the win, pacing 
in 1:50.2.  He’s a major player in this race.  
 
4 – DAPPER DUDE – He dropped to this level last week and was well bet to win, but he never got a 
breather, as he was under fire from the outside throughout the mile.  The fractions were ridiculously fast 
because of that battle, and he was game until late in the stretch, still pacing in 1:50.4.  If he doesn’t get 
run at early today, he will be tough to beat.   
 
5 – ON THE VIRG – Moves up in class this week after a 5th place finish in the lower level.  He shows two 
starts in here, 6th and 8th, so he will likely be a longshot.   
 
6 – NITRO SEELSTER – Finished 5th in this class last week, but was only 2 lengths back at the wire.  He 
won in this class on June 23 before having to move up in class, so he can certainly hold his own with this 
group if he’s at his best.   
 
7 – IDEAL ACE – Made his debut in this class last week and lost by only 6 lengths despite being parked 
for the mile.  He will need a more conservative route today, so as to avoid being parked for the second 
straight week.  Nonetheless, if others mix it up early, he has the speed to pass a few late.   
 
8 – LINCOLNJAMES – He took advantage of the suicide fractions last week by battling horses, moved to 
the outside in the third quarter, and passed tiring rivals late.  Today, the trip may not work out the same, 
as he has an outside post and won’t likely want to sit at the back.  Look for him to be involved early as he 
tries for his second straight win in the same class.   
 
9 – VAGUE TRACES – He makes the race tough to handicap.  Since arriving from Hoosier Park and 
adding Lasix, he’s been fantastic, with three fast miles and three strong finishes.  Moved up to this class 
last week and nearly kept his win streak going, despite making a tough 3-wide move.  Today, however, 
he has post 9, and that will be a big challenge.  There is plenty of early speed to his left behind the gate, 
so he will need everything to go his way in the first quarter mile.   
 
 
SELECTIONS:  4-8-9-3 
 

  



 
 
RACE 7 – NW 5 TROT 
 
1 – MEME HANOVER – The rail clearly isn’t the best starting spot for this one.  He got away 6th from the 
rail back on June 18, and got away 8th last start.  Unfortunately, he draws the rail again and is likely to get 
away toward the back.  If he can hold his position better at the start, you could see him on the ticket 
here.   
 
2 – ALMIROLA HANOVER – He has had little chance the last 2 starts due to the post draw.  Had a 
second tier starting spot two weeks ago and rallied late for a very good third place finish in this class.  
Last week he had post 9 and was able to pass a few horses, but not enough to earn money.  He has a 
much better chance here.   
 
3 – RIPPED UP – Both of her starts in this class have been good, and last week she rallied in the stretch 
and passed four horses late.  She’s been on the board in 10 of 16 starts this year and certainly can be in 
the top 3 again today.   
 
4 – ENVY HANOVER – She’s a closer, so she will need others to set fast fractions in front of her today.  
Last week was her fastest mile in a month, so hopefully she’s on the improve after a couple of poor 
finishes.   
 
5 – JUST JOE – He showed some gate speed from an outside post last time, but the question is whether 
or not he wants to challenge early again today.  He’s only been in the top-3 in one start so far this year, 
but hasn’t been far off in his other efforts.  
 
6 – BAD RENTORS – Battled her way to the front last time, opening a big lead at the ¾ pole.  However, 
despite trotting her usual final quarter, she was caught in a fast mile.  A similar effort today could once 
again land her on the ticket.   
 
7 – MIDNIGHT ZETTE – Newcomer has had a good year at Philly and Pocono, with 3 wins.  His times 
should make him fit well in this group, but the big question is how ready he is.  He hasn’t raced in 4 
weeks, but it’s possible he’s been trained hard and could be ready for today.   
 
8 – TECH TITAN – He makes the race tough to pick, as he was bet to 6-5 last time and made a break 
while making a big move at the ¾ pole.  His qualifier at The Meadowlands prior to being sold certainly 
stands out in here.  If you played him last week, you should give him another try today.   
 
9 – ICE HOCKEY HANOVER – Another newcomer, he’s moving up in class from conditioned claiming 
company at Hoosier.  He was a winner in that group, so perhaps it was a little too easy for him and this 
class is the right one.  However, the outside post will make it tough for him to get a win today.   
 
10 – BEND IN THE RIVER – Made a break in his local debut last time and draws the second tier starting 
spot today.  He will likely be a longshot.   
 
 
SELECTIONS:   8-3-6-2 
 

  



 
RACE 8 – 12,500 CLAIMING PACE 
 
1 – ROCKIN ROGER – Broke last week and was parked the week before, so it’s a little tough to get a 
read on how he can do today.  He has 4 wins this year, but all were in conditioned claiming company.   
 
2 – MAYTIME TERROR – He was claimed a week ago and not only stays in the same class, but goes in 
for a $500 lower claiming price today.  That sends up mixed signals for sure.  He has struggled the last 2 
weeks, but had outside posts both times.   
 
3 – NATHAN FEELSGOOD – Hasn’t won in a while, but he’s been consistent and that makes him a factor 
in here today.  He has gate speed and closing ability as well.   
 
4 – EPIC UNION – A notorious slow starter, he has plenty of closing speed.  He’s always at the mercy of 
the fractions, but if others mix it up early, he can be there late.   
 
5 – INNOCENT VICTIM – Comes off a strong performance last week.  He gets streaky at times, putting 
in a couple of good performances then some off efforts.  He may be on the upswing right now.  Note 
however that Pantaleano chose #6 over this one.   
 
6 – MCJAGERSONTHEMOVE – Was a dominant winner in a lower level two starts ago, but was only a 7th 
place finisher in this class last week.  He’ll give it another try in here today.   
 
7 – HONEEMOON SUITE – Has been racing lower levels at Northfield Park, and was parked for the mile 
last week.  He did well to hold onto fourth despite that trip.  Gets an outside post for his return and 
drops to a claimer, but may take a conservative route here.   
 
8 – ULTIMATE G – He was roughed up in his most recent outing at Harrah’s Philly, but still only lost by 3 
lengths. Gets a bit of a class drop today, as he faced a full field of 15,000 claimers last time but today 
everyone is in for the 12,500 price tag.  He has a chance if he can get out of the gate and find a spot 
early.   
 
 
SELECTIONS:   5-6-8-2 
 

  



 
RACE 9 – 20,000 CD CLAIMING PACE 
 
1 – MS MULLEN – Finished third in her debut in this class last week, so her hot streak continues.  
Unfortunately, the rail isn’t the best starting spot for this one, as she had to rally from 7th last week after a 
sluggish start.   
 
2 – PEMBROKE MORGAN – He didn’t get out of the gate last week, and was unable to make up much 
ground late.  Looks like he’s better when he gets more involved early, so let’s hope he steps out of the 
gate today.   
 
3 – UBER DOOBER DO – Won by more than 7 lengths in his first start for his new barn last week.  He 
moves up in class one level this time around, but certainly looks like he can handle the move.  He’s very 
sharp right now.   
 
4 – MASSIVE RISK – Another one that steps up in class this week after a relatively easy win last time in 
the 17,000 level.  She’s been here before, and only lost by a nose in this class on June 30.  She’s 
definitely a contender today.   
 
5 – NOWHERETOBEFOUND – Had some road trouble last time out in a different class, but was a strong 
second place finisher in this level two starts ago.  However, Pantaleano had a choice in here and opted 
for #3 over this one, but Merriman can certainly get the job done if the trip works out.   
 
6 – MON RIVER ROSE – She has been struggling in recent weeks, and has the look of a high priced 
horse in here today.   
 
7 – CATCH THE BOUQUET – She’s always at her best when she gets out of the gate and gets close to 
the front early.  Only has one win this year, but has been on the board 9 times.  She changed her racing 
style last week and only lost by 3 lengths.  Nonetheless, I would expect her to be moving toward the 
front at the start.   
 
8 – STRITCH – On the positive side, she gets a class drop this week into a claimer and gets Dave Palone 
in the bike.  However, on the negative side, she hasn’t raced since April 23, her qualifier was only in 
2:01, and she gets the outside post.  She could be ready, but the more likely scenario is that she will 
need a start or two. 
 

 
SELECTIONS:  3-4-2-5 
 

  



 
 
RACE 10 – 7000 CLAIMING PACE  
 
1 – MAPLE LEAF MATT – Finished a decent third in this class two starts ago, but never got involved last 
week and finished a distant 7th.  Needs a quick start this week to stay closer to the pack early.   
 
2 – DANCE LIFE WELL – Has finished 5th in three straight efforts, and draws an inside post today, so you 
need to keep this one in mind for the Hi-5 tickets. 
 
3 – PRINCE PALANI – Picks up a new driver this week after a 4th place effort last time.  Paced a decent 
mile in 1:54, but couldn’t catch the frontrunners.  Still, it was an improvement over the previous couple 
of starts.  He’s struggled a bit with consistency this year and has yet to get a win. 
 
4 – MYSTERY ISLAND – Didn’t get out of the gate well last time and was unable to catch the frontrunner 
in a quick mile last time. May want to control things today and hustle out of the gate.   
 
5 – BATTLE CRUISER – Was sold privately a few weeks ago, and has put in two good efforts for the new 
connections.  Comes off a win last time, but the 1:55 mile wasn’t as quick as some others in here have 
shown in recent weeks, so let’s hope this one has a little more speed.   
 
6 – ALL MUSIC – Won in 1:53.2 back in late June, but hasn’t come back to that mile since.  He dropped 
to this level last week, was bet to the 2-1 favorite, but made a middle move and was never able to get 
closer than 4th.  Merriman returns to the bike today, and the last time he drove the horse was in that big 
win five starts ago.   
 
7 – DARE YOU – Hasn’t picked up a win since May, but has gate speed which always makes this one a 
factor.  If he can get a clean trip to the front, he could be effective in here.   
 
8 – THISWAYORTHEHIGHWY – Has another bad post this week, which hurts his chances.  He didn’t 
leave the gate last time and was a 6th place finisher.  I wouldn’t be shocked to see this one leave the 
gate today just to try to shake things up.   
 
 
SELECTIONS:   5-4-3-6 
 
 

  



 
 
RACE 11 – NW 7500 PACE 
 
1 – LIBERAL – Took almost a month off, went to Ohio, and won two in a row.  Returns to The Meadows 
today and draws the inside, but is in a tough class.  He’ll need to be at his best this week.   
 
2 – IMIDEAL HANOVER – Wilder sticks with this one today, and I’m expecting a better finish.  He’s been 
putting in some good miles but hasn’t been able to crack the top three in the last three starts.  I think 
he’s a contender in here today.   
 
3 – PRINCE CLYDE – Has won three out of his last five starts, but has risen from a 7500 claimer to the 
20,000 ranks today, a significant jump in just a few weeks.  He has a sub-1:50 lifetime mark, so clearly he 
has raced in top levels before, so maybe it’s not that much of a stretch for him.   
 
4 – ARTFUL BLISS – Pantaleano chose this one over two others in here (#7 and #9), which is a good sign.  
He drove this one to a win two starts ago, but that was for a different trainer in a lower class.  Don’t hold 
last week against him, as it was an interference break, not his fault.   
 
5 – V I P BAYAMA – Won his first start after a month layoff, but since that win has not been better than 
sixth.  He was parked last week, but still paced a 28.1 final quarter.  Brown drives him for the first time.   
 
6 – J T – Joins a new barn today after taking two months off.  He was racing in 40,000 claimers at 
Yonkers, so this is a step down, but the time off will likely mean that he won’t be in 100% race shape 
today.  He’ll likely take a seat early and make a move later in the mile.   
 
7 – P H KENNY – He jumps two classes this week after a win and a second in lower levels.  Still, he’s 
been in this class before many times in the past.  He’s been ultra consistent, pacing in the 1:53 range in 
every one of his recent starts.  Has gate speed, and he may use it today.   
 
8 – JUMPIN JAKE FLASH – Look for some improvement out of this one today, as he gets back in on 7 
days rest after missing a recent start due to a scratch.  Unfortunately, he draws the 8 post for the second 
straight week, which will make things a little tougher.   
 
9 – WARP FACTOR THREE – A sleeper in here, he’s coming off an easy win in a lower class at Northfield 
Park.  He shows one start in this class locally, finishing sixth after making a move and getting as high as 
second.  Post 9 will be a big hindrance today, but he has the speed to compete at this level with the 
right trip.   

 
SELECTIONS:    2-7-8-3 

  



 
RACE 12 – 7000-8000 CLAIMING PACE 
 
1 – REAL CATCH – Moves to an inside post this week, but has yet to finish in the top three this season in 
seven starts.  He’ll be a longer shot in here.   
 
2 – MANOLITO MONTOYA – He hasn’t won yet this year, but comes off his best finish in quite a while.  
He passed 7 horses in the final half mile, and the fractions were even – 57.2 first half, 57.3 final half, so it 
was a solid performance.  
 
3 – TWIN B WRANGLER – Has three second-place finishes this year, but hasn’t raced since March 12. 
Returns today after a qualifier, but will likely need a start or two in order to get in better race shape.   
 
4 – P L DRAGON – Hasn’t had a good post in a while, so this is a definite improvement today.  It’s also 
his second start on Lasix, so there are a couple of positive items pointing his way today.   
 
5 – COLOSSAL – Won his first start in this class two starts ago, then drew the second tier last week.  
While he wasn’t able to get a win, the second place finish was still a solid performance especially given 
the fact that he spent most of the mile on the outside.  He should be very good with a front row starting 
spot today.   
 
6 – MUSCLEHEAD ANDY – Has two starts in this level, but hasn’t been better than 6th.  He’ll be a 
longshot today.   
 
7 – CABO REAL – Put in a couple of good performances three and four starts ago, but has finished 7th 
now in back to back starts.  He made a move last time around the last turn and got as high as third, so 
he could be on the ticket if he times his move differently today.   
 
8 – ST LADS FLIRT – He’s 1-for-1 in this class, with an easy win last week in 1:53.  The post is a little 
tougher this week, but he’s still going to be a major factor in here.  Dave Palone had the option to drive 
this one, but chose #5 instead, so that needs to be taken into consideration as well.   
 
9 – HRUBYS N LUCK – Returned to his former barn last time but was unable to hit the board at 4-5.  This 
week, even though he was just claimed for 10,000 two weeks ago, he drops in for the 8000 tag and 
takes the outside post position.  Expect him to use his gate speed and try to get to the front early, rather 
than sit at the back.   
 

 
SELECTIONS:    5-8-9-2 

  



 
 
RACE 13 – 10,000 CLAIMING PACE 
 
1 – LUCKY MILLIONAIRE – Draws the rail today, and his best recent finish came from the rail three starts 
ago, but he has only hit the board once in 13 starts this season.   
 
2 – OFFICIALLY YOURS – Won in this class four starts ago, but since then hasn’t been closer than 11 
lengths at the wire.  Moves to an inside post today, which will hopefully benefit him.   
 
3 – MAINLAND KEY N – Drops in class this week after two efforts in a higher level.  He’s had plenty of 
wins this year in the 10,000 ranks, so he could be a factor in here if he can return to his previous form.   
 
4 – DRUNK ON YOU – Last week was his best finish of the season so far, and he was only ¾ of a length 
away from a win.  He also used some gate speed for the first time this year, so don’t be surprised if he 
tries a similar route this week.   
 
5 – FINAL JUSTICE – Got his first local win last time, which followed a third place finish.  He’s definitely 
in good form right now and is a contender to win again this week.   
 
6 – INCREDIBLE DRAGON – He’s 0-for-17 on the year, but he comes off two straight second place 
finishes, and last week he only lost by a half length to #5 Final Justice.  If you like that one today, you 
should like this one as well.   
 
7 – ALBIONKINGINFINITO – Hasn’t won in a while, and will likely be a longshot today.  However, he 
does pop up with a big mile from time to time, so you can never totally count him out.   
 
8 – MADE WELL – Comes off a scratch, and finished 5th in his most recent start, so he has the look of a 
longshot.  Drops today from the 20,000 conditioned claimer, but the bad post works to offset the class 
drop.   
 
9 – NURSERY ED – Returns from Philadelphia today, but isn’t quite as sharp as he was earlier in the year.  
Has hit the board in half of his starts, including last week, so perhaps he’s turning things back around.  
However, the outside post will hurt his chances today.  He may not want to sit at the back of the pack, so 
he’ll need to get to the front without expending too much energy.   
 
10 – GRANDPA DON – Actually put in a good mile last week, parked for the entire trip but only losing 
by 3 ½ lengths.  He’ll need to work out a trip from the second tier today.   
 
 
SELECTIONS:   5-6-3-4-9 
 

 


