
	
SATURDAY, JUNE 16 
 
CONFIRMED CLOSER BORN OF FIRE SEEKS 3RD STRAIGHT WIN IN SATURDAY FEATURE 

When Born Of Fire seeks his third straight win in Saturday’s $20,000 Preferred Handicap Pace at The 
Meadows, it isn’t clear how he’ll handle the elite company he’ll be facing for the first time. One thing is 
certain: he’ll retreat from the gate and do his racing from behind. The confirmed closer goes from the 
rail in race 8 with Brian Zendt driving. 

Saturday’s card also features a compelling variety of “big-score” opportunities for players: a $12,500 
total-pool Pick 4 guarantee (races 4-7); a $5,000 total-pool Pick 5 guarantee (races 9-13); a $2,404.55 
carryover in the day’s first Superfecta (currently race 2), and a $2,517.70 jackpot in the final-race Super 
High 5. 

Fox Racing privately acquired Born Of Fire earlier this season for trainer Jack Smith. The 5-year-old 
Dragon Again-Born Storyteller gelding hasn’t enjoyed any stake income or glamor, banking $103,245 
the hard way. On Saturday, he’ll be racing for the biggest purse of his career. 

There’s no question about his closing ability. In a June 2 conditioned event, he made up 10 lengths over 
the back half and scored in a career-fastest 1:51.3. Stepped up in class last week, he was just as 
spectacular, erasing a 9-length deficit and matching his life mark. But try as he might, Smith hasn’t been 
able to get him to leave alertly.  “If you put him on the gate in front of the grandstand, he feels like he 
could bust out of there,” Smith says. “Then, as soon as they hit the start, he takes two steps backwards. 
It’s unbelievable. I’ve tried different drivers, but no one can make him go. But he sure can kick it in. 
“He’s a gentle giant, almost 16-1/2 hands. But he swishes his tail and doesn’t want to train.” 

Although Smith has been away from Preferred events at The Meadows for a little while, he’s no stranger 
to fast-class horses. He’s one of a handful of active horsemen who were at The Meadows when the track 
opened on June 28, 1963. Smith wasn’t old enough to work on the backside legally, but he fudged his 
age and got away with it. Nearly 55 years later, he says competing in the Preferred remains a thrill for 
him. “Oh yeah, definitely, but I’m not sure this is the horse. He won’t be close early, but he’ll be chasing 
them down late.” 

Saturday’s program offers a number of fan-centered activities, including the track’s “Rockin’ on the Rail” 
series of live Saturday concerts. Airborne, featuring Jeff Jimerson, will perform on the apron at the 
conclusion of the races. 

In addition, fans can meet a live Standardbred on the apron, courtesy the Meadows Standardbred 
Owners Association (MSOA). Other MSOA activities include paddock tours, starting gate rides and a 
“Pick the Winners” contest with cash prizes. To participate or for more information, stop by the MSOA 
table in the Racebook. 

   



 
 
 
RACE 1 – NW 7500 PACE 
 
1 – POACHER N – Moves up in class after a fast win.  Has bounced around in class in recent weeks, so 
he’s seen levels this high before.  Merriman was asked to drive three different horses in this race, and 
opted for this one.   
 
2 – ZONE BLITZ – Was bet to 3-2 last week in just his second start back.  He paced his final quarter in 
27.1, so he put in a good effort but just couldn’t catch the winner in a fast mile that had a 54.3 final half.  
Draws a good spot and figures to be even better this week in his third start back in town.   
 
3 – ANTAGONIST – Moves up to face older horses this week after finishing third in a NW5 last time.  Has 
some gate speed but has been racing as a closer the last few starts.  May not want to challenge this 
older group early, so he may sit back and try to move with cover.   
 
4 – WARP FACTOR THREE – Last week was just a tuneup, as he had been off over a month.  Should be 
better today overall, plus he gets a class drop. Only lost by less than 4 lengths last week, so he’s not out 
of the question to be a factor today.   
 
5 – MAGIC MANNY – Posted a very fast win in this level two starts ago, then moved up in class 
unsuccessfully last week.  Drops back to the optional 20,000 class today and should be heading to the 
front out of the gate.   
 
6 – MONTANA PABLO A – Showed improvement in his most recent start, which was his second time 
back after a couple of months off.  He’s a closer, so look for him to sit early and start his move before the 
half. 
 
7 – INDIGO ART – Has won two in a row, but comes off a scratch, gets the outside post, and faces older 
foes this week.  Tough combination. 
 
 
SELECTIONS:   5-2-1-4 
 

  



 
RACE 2 – NW 1 PACE 
 
1 –  CHINATOWN BEACH – Did the work in his qualifier, cutting the mile.  Backed the half off to 101.2, 
then sprinted home. Was passed at the top of the stretch by #4 Next Shot, but battled back and nearly 
caught that one at the wire.  Also of note here is that Hall chose to drive this one over #3. 
 
2 – TOUCH OF DRAGON – Hard to tell how fast this one can be.  The first half mile of his qualifier was 
only 1:04, then the sprinted home in 57.1 with a fast last quarter.  He did what was asked of him. 
 
3 – WESTERN THUNDER – Sat the pocket in his qualifier but lost a couple of positions coming home.  
Still paced a solid final quarter. 
 
4 – NEXT SHOT – Made a move in the final turn and took the lead over #1 Chinatown Beach in the 
qualifier, and held on for a quick win.  Should be a big factor here. 
 
5 – UNTESTED HANOVER – The only one in the field with two qualifiers under his belt, so he has a little 
more experience behind the gate than the others.  Paced a faster final quarter and a faster mile the 
second time around, so he’s improving.   
 
6 – DYLAN SAM – Paced a solid final half mile in his qualifier, but was caught late, losing by a nose after 
carrying a 2-length lead into the stretch.   
 
7 – PANDIMONIUM JOE – Finished fifth in his qualifier, three positions behind #6 Dylan Sam.  Draws an 
outside post and will likely use today as a learning experience. 
 
8 – BEEJAY BEEJAY – Stablemate of #7, He cut the fractions in his qualifier, eventually giving way to #2 
Touch Of Dragon.  Still, this one paced a last half mile in 57.3, a pretty good first effort.  Outside post 
hurts a bit today.   

   
 
SELECTIONS:   2-4-1-5 
 

  



 
RACE 3 – NW 7500 PACE 
 
1 – TO HIS CREDIT – Returned from a 15-month layoff with a pair of strong finishes, so he picked up 
right where he left off last year.  Moves up in class this week, so he’ll be facing his toughest test yet, 
racing against older horses for the first time.  He draws well, and I don’t know that we’ve seen his best 
yet, so he could be OK in this group.  
 
2 – BELLOWS BINGE – Finished a strong second to #1 in his return effort after 9 months off.  A very 
strong performance with a good final quarter, showing that after just two qualifiers, he may be in peak 
form already.  Draws an inside post, but once again we have an inexperienced horse going up against 
some tough older foes.   
 
3 – SOUTHERN ALLIE – Making the 290th start of his career, the 11-year-old veteran has been racing very 
well over the last month.  His win streak ended last week, but the trip was tough.  He needs to avoid a 
first-over move today.  If he can get to the outside and draw one of the younger horses out in front of 
him, that could be a good route to take.  He may also try to outpace the inside duo at the start and sit 
behind #4. 
 
4 – JOHN’S DREAM – He dropped from the top level last week and went to the front, pacing a fast mile 
but getting caught late by less than a length.  He drops again today, so I think he will likely try the same 
route, and control the fractions rather than be at the mercy of the pace.   
 
5 – IDEAL ACE – He could be the key to the race today.  He drops in class and could decide to go for 
the early lead.  If he does, that could set up an early battle with #4.  If he sits back, he’ll need to get to 
the outside early, or he could find himself pretty far back with a lot of traffic in front of him at the 5/8.  
 
6 – WESTERN TYRANT – A newcomer, he hasn’t shown much gate speed so it’s most likely that he’s 
going to sit back early and make his bid late.  Has been pacing some quick miles at Pocono.   
 
7 – QUICK ART – Made a break last week before the start, so ignore that mile.  Two starts ago, he may 
have finished 8th, but that was in a tougher class, and he was still only a length and ¾ back of the winner 
at the wire.  He’s a sleeper in here, and may move forward out of the gate.  He has shown early speed 
from outside posts.  However, there is plenty of speed to his inside at the start.   
 
 
SELECTIONS:  4-3-1-5 
 

  



 
 
RACE 4 – NW 3 PACE 
 
1 – PC’S EXPRESSO – Draws inside today, and his best bet may be to stay as close to the frontrunners as 
he can early.  Paced a 28 final quarter last time, but was unable to reach in a 56-second last half.   
 
2 – NATURALLY BAD – Moved up to this level last week and picked up a win off a perfect pocket trip in 
a lifetime best mile.  Certainly could work out a similar trip today.  He’s in top form right now, winning 
three in a row, and Palone chose this one over #7 today.   
 
3 – PEREZ HANOVER – Had missed 4 weeks prior to his Meadows debut, and paced a 55-second final 
half with a 27.3 final quarter.  Doesn’t show much gate speed, so he will likely race from mid-pack and 
try to find some cover.   
 
4 – ROCK N JO Z – Paced a fast final half last week, just getting caught by the horse that sat behind him.  
He may try the same tactic today.   
 
5 – DISORDER – Finished 7th last week against many of these same horses, after getting away 4th from 
the rail.  Post 5 may be a better spot for him today, and he is adding Lasix for the first time.   
 
6 – BAMBINO JOE – Returns from a trip to Ohio for a stake race, where he overcame a bad post to finish 
fourth.  Tries this NW3 class for the first time.  Finished second in NW2, then double-jumped to the NW5 
class before heading to Ohio.  Has some gate speed, but will likely race from the back today.   
 
7 – WESTERN BEACHBOY – This one makes the race tougher to handicap, not knowing if he will go for 
the early lead or sit back.  Used some speed last week and got away third, sitting that trip the rest of the 
way around the track.  Wasn’t able to catch the frontrunners but still paced a good last quarter of 28.1.  
 
8 – LEPRECHAUN HANOVER – Made breaks in two straight races and was forced to requalify.  He won 
his qualifier just 3 days after his last official start, so he hasn’t missed a week.  This will be his third time 
behind a gate in 8 days.  Drops from NW5 this week to NW3.   
 
 
SELECTIONS:    4-2-1-3 

  



 
RACE 5 – NW 1 PACE 
 
1 – CREW SOCK HANOVER – The lone 2-year-old in the field, qualified well but faces much more 
experienced horses today.  Gets the inside post, so hopefully that will offset things a bit. 
 
2 – WE SEE EMOJIS – Has shown 1:53.3 speed at Scioto Downs, and that was against stake fillies.  Takes 
a big step down in class today and will likely be the favorite.   
 
3 – GYPSY TERROR – A proven winner in this level, raced well last week in her first official start for the 
Gillock barn.  Certainly should be one of the main contenders today. 
 
4 – NIGHT DREAMER – 0-for-11 this year but has been getting closer to a win weekly.  Finished a solid 
second at 3-2 last week, and should take a decent amount of play again today.   
 
5 – DOWNTHESTRETCH – Makes his career debut after three qualifiers, with the first one being the 
best.  Will be a longshot today as he gains some experience.   
 
6 – SO SLICK – Faded last time as far as finishing position, but actually paced his fastest final quarter in a 
while. He’s only had two starts this year, and his time improved between starts, so he’s getting there, but 
may still be a few weeks away.   
 
7 – SERGEANT DINGER – Returns today for the start of his 3YO campaign.  He will likely be a longshot 
but qualified well in 158.3. 
 
8 – WHO’S DREAMIN NOW – Paced a strong final quarter last week, passing 5 horses in the stretch in 
just his second start of the year.  I would have picked him to finish higher today from a better post 
position, but the outside draw hurts again today.   
 
9 – VALIANT IVY – Draws post 9 for the third straight week.  Has used gate speed each of the last two 
weeks, with varying success.  Finished second two weeks ago, but was only 6th last time despite a faster 
final quarter.  Still, will likely go for the early lead again rather than sitting 9th out of the gate. 

 
SELECTIONS:  2-4-3-1 
 

  



 
RACE 6 – 10,000 CLAIMING PACE 
 
1 – OFFICIALLY YOURS – Yet another tough trip for this one last week.  He’s 0-for-16 but will get a win 
soon as he’s been racing well.  Definitely a factor again today.   
 
2 – INCREDIBLE DRAGON – This one makes the race a little tougher to handicap.  He struggled badly 
on May 19, but returned with a very good qualifier on June 7.  Wilder had a choice in this race and goes 
with this one, so he might be a worth a play today.   
 
3 – ST LADS FLIRT – Hasn’t been better than fourth in a while, but had some support on the tote board 
last week.  Gets his 4th different driver in the last four starts, and draws a decent post today.   
 
4 – UNCLE BUD – Returned from 3 weeks off with a strong second place finish last week, so he’s a major 
player in here today.  Will likely use his gate speed once again, and may want to be on top today rather 
than sit second.   
 
5 – HICKORY LITTLE RED – Finished third last time off a conservative route, with a fast final quarter.  Not 
sure what kind of trip this one will get today, but Hall got along well with this one last time. 
 
6 – R T LANGE – Hasn’t fared well in this class the last couple of weeks, and will likely be a high price 
again today.   
 
7 – MCJAEGERSONTHEMOVE – Another one that’s tough to handicap, as his finishes have been all 
over the place in recent weeks.  Has two starts in this level locally, with a best finish of sixth, so the price 
should be high.   
 
8 – MATCHPLAY HANOVER – Changes classes this week fro m a conditioned claimer to a 10,000 
straight claimer.  Hasn’t used his gate speed in a while, so that could be something to shake things up 
today in addition to the class change.   
 
9 – JUST N BERLANDER – This one has been racing very well in recent weeks but is always at the mercy 
of the fractions as he’s a closer and not a frontrunner.  Don’t overlook him, as he is fast enough to win 
but just needs the right trip.   
 
 
SELECTIONS:  4-2-1-9 
 

  



 
 
RACE 7 – NW 5100 PACE 
 
1 – DOCTOR RJ – Gets a big post position switch today, moving to the inside.  He hasn’t been in the 
top-3 in a while, but he’s still pacing fast miles with fast final quarters.  Not only does he get a better 
post, but he also drops in class this week, so he can definitely be a factor here.   
 
2 – VENIER HANOVER – Changes classes from the NW5 and has also been facing top-level Sire Stake 
horses.  Has one win this year, but all of his other starts have resulted in finishes of 4th or lower.  Draws a 
decent spot today, but faces some tough older horses with a lot more experience here.   
 
3 – SILVERHILL BLAZE – Drops in class back to the NW5000 level.  His last appearance in this class was 
May 19, and he picked up the win in 152.2.  He’ll need to work out a trip, so I wouldn’t be surprised to 
see him use a little early speed to try to beat the inside two horses off the car.   
 
4 – STARTHIMUP – Three starts ago he paced the fastest mile of his career, but has had a couple of bad 
posts the last two weeks.   
 
5 – KNOCKING AROUND – Has put together two good starts in a row, and gets to stay in the same class 
again today.  He’s winless on the year, but I’m going to take a shot on him today.  He’s overdue for a 
win.   
 
6 – MATTAMERICAN – Gets a new driver this week after a strong effort on the front last time.  He was 
roughed up to the half in 54.4 so he had a reason to get a little tried coming home.  He was put on the 
front after getting locked in the previous week.  He’s a big factor in here with a chance to make amends 
for being a beaten favorite a week ago.   
 
7 – HUDSONANDBERNARD – A closer, he will need some quick fractions up front.  Paced his fastest 
final quarter of the season last week, 27 flat.  Tony Hall takes the lines this week, so that could draw 
some attention on the tote board.   
 
8 – HYPOTHETICAL – This one has finished 9th and 8th in his last two starts, but Rawlings chooses to stay 
with this one and give up the drive on #6 Mattamerican.  Has a win in 1:51.1 just a few weeks ago, but 
hasn’t been able to come back to that mile since.   
 
9 – KINGOFTHEJUNGLE – Faded last week after cutting the fractions.  Gets a class drop this week which 
should make him a big factor, but he gets the outside post which hurts a bit. 
 
10 – TODDLER TANTRUM – Gets a class drop this week, but also gets the second tier.  Has been racing 
well, but post will provide a challenge today.   
 
SELECTIONS:  5-6-1-4 
 

  



 
RACE 8 – PREFERRED PACE 
 
1 – BORN OF FIRE – One of the best closers at The Meadows, he’s finally earned his way to the top 
level.  Draws inside, but will likely get away mid-pack and try to move with some cover.   
 
2 – REGGIANO – Claimed for $23,000 at Philly last week, this veteran knows how to win, but hasn’t seen 
a class this high in quite some time. This will be a big test for him and he will likely be a longshot.   
 
3 – ALLBEEF N NOBULL – Went to Northfield for the Battle of Lake Erie, where he took on some of the 
sport’s best horses and earned a 5th place check.  Won his last Meadows start, but that was 3 classes 
lower than this level.   
 
4 – ROCK THE NITE – Made a rare break last time and spotted the field a lot of ground.  He still 
managed to pace the mile in 1:51, with a 27 flat last quarter, a very impressive comeback.  Gets a new 
driver this week.   
 
5 – NITRO SEELSTER – Ignore the last line, as he was the victim of broken equipment that caused him to 
go off stride at the start.  He was a 14-1 longshot, and the price today could be right around that level.  
He looked very good in his two previous starts, both in a lower level.   
 
6 – LINCOLNJAMES – This one put in a tough effort last time, and still only lost by a half length.  Paced 
in 1:49.3 and lost to his stablemate, but has post advantage over Stride Of Pride this week.   
 
7 – STRIDE OF PRIDE – Won his 20th career race last week, and set a new lifetime mark in the process.  
Had the rail last time and moves to post 7 this week, which could be a factor here.   
 
8 – LORD OF WINTERFELL – This one usually moves forward out of the gate, so he didn’t get his kind of 
trip last week from an inside post.  Moves to the outside this week and it wouldn’t be a shock to see him 
try for the early lead today.   
 
 
SELECTIONS:  6-3-7-1 
 
 

  



 
RACE 9 – 12,500 – 15,000 CLAIMING PACE 
 
1 – MAINLAND KEY N – Has won two in a row, both for different barns.  Joins yet another new barn 
today and moves up in class, but he’s earned a shot at the next level.  He’s a classy veteran with 54 wins 
in his career and he gets the rail, so there doesn’t appear to be a reason he can’t keep his hot streak 
going.   
 
2 – ALBIONKINGINFINITO – He has made two recent appearances in claiming races, but neither of 
them were in this class.  He hasn’t picked up a check in his last three starts, so he has the appearance of 
a longshot here.   
 
3 – PURDY SAM – Moves into a claimer for the first time today.  He’s only 1-for-16 on the season, but on 
paper it looks like he should be competitive in this level.   
 
4 – LOUIE’S SO BOSSY – Moved into this level last week and raced well.  Got shuffled a bit in the third 
quarter and rallied late. Can be a factor in here with the right trip.   
 
5 – COLOSSAL – Only raced 8 times last year and has been off for 14 months.  Drops in class, but it’s 
hard to assess the other recent races since they were so long ago.  This one will likely need a start or 
two.  
 
6 – MAYTIME TERROR – Just missed by a nose last time after moving up from lower levels.  He’s still 
very sharp.   
 
7 – BEACH BOY BRODY – Joins a new barn this week after a claim.  Rallied late to garner third after a 
costly early break, so it was a very strong final ¾ last time.   
 
8 – FINAL JUSTICE – Has been claimed three times in recent weeks and is with a new barn today.  The 
outside post position may hurt his chances, as he will need some quick fractions up front so that he can 
pass a few late.  I don’t see him challenging early with plenty of speed to his left out of the gate. 
 
 
SELECTIONS:    7-1-3-6 
 

  



 
 
RACE 10 - 12,500 – 15,000 CLAIMING PACE  
 
1 – NATHAN FEELSGOOD – Has been in this class for three starts now, and has gone first-over twice.  
He needs to avoid that trip again this week and try to work out a better route.   
 
2 – DRUNK ON YOU – Takes a significant class drop after missing a month.  He finished a solid second 
in a much higher group in his last appearance, but the question is whether he will be 100% ready or not 
after taking the time off.   
 
3 – CATHERINE’SDIAMOND – This one was very sharp in April and early May, but has cooled off a bit in 
recent weeks.  Didn’t go for the front last week, a rarity, and finished 5th.  Today I would look for this one 
to go back to the previous racing style and contend right out of the gate.   
 
4 – INNOCENT VICTIM – Last week’s winner in here has to be given a lot of respect today as well.  
Hadn’t won in a while but had been putting in some good miles, and certainly should put in a good 
effort again today.   
 
5 – ARTFUL BLISS – Drops into a claimer today.  Won handily in a lower level two starts ago, and got a 
rough trip last week in the next step up.  The rail post wasn’t good for this one, as he likes to get out of 
the gate.  With a middle post today, I would look for this one to be getting the first call out of the gate.   
 
6 – DESERONTO – He makes the race tougher to handicap, as he’s far more talented than his last 
couple of lines appear.  Drops in for a claiming price today and this could be what he needs to turn 
things around.  Don’t overlook him.   
 
7 – TAP INTO POWER – Newcomer was claimed out of an age-restricted claimer at Pocono last time and 
moves into an open claimer today.  This group should be a bit tougher, and he hasn’t won one in a 
while.   
 
8 – ROCKIN ROGER – He has 4 wins this year, all in the 20,000 conditioned claiming level.  Tries a new 
class today, so we’ll see how he fits.  The outside post will also provide a challenge.   
 
 
SELECTIONS:  5-6-4-2 
 
 

  



 
 
RACE 11 – 17,000 CD CLM TROT 
 
1 – DEFIANT VICTORY – Comes off a fourth place finish in just the second start of the year.  Showed 
improvement between starts, and figures to be a step or two better yet today.   
 
2 – INNOVATIVE FORCE – Both starts since his arrival from Canada have been good, and he’s earned a 
move up in class this week.  He wasn’t tested last time, so it appears as though he should be able to 
successfully make the move.  
 
3 – DREXL SPIVEY – A proven winner in this class, winning at 70-1 back in early May.  Since then has 
been consistent with his times, but hasn’t been back in the top three.   
 
4 – BLAMEITONTHEALCOHL – She was a winner in this level back on April 27, but hasn’t been better 
than sixth since.  She appears to be better when she gets out of the gate and stays close to the front, 
and that’s possible today with this post.   
 
5 – CLAIRE AND KENNY – A slow start from the rail hurt his chance to win last time, but he made the 
most of it, rallying from 9th at the ¾ pole to finish third.  A middle of the road post should be much 
better for him today.   
 
6 – UBER DOOBER DO – Had missed over a month prior to his last start, so pitch that line and expect a 
better effort today.   
 
7 – FAIR GLIDER – Has raced well if you read into the lines a bit.  Shows a third and two fourth place 
finishes.  The other two starts, one was from post 9 and he made a break in the other.  Could contend 
with the right trip today.  
 
8 – KI KI CANOLLI – She puts in a big effort from time to time, and I’m looking for a good mile today.  
Was a bit of a runaway to the half in the Billings race, and had a tough trip in the start before that.  She 
gets a class drop this week from that 20,000 conditioned claimer.   
 
9 – BOX OF LUCK – Has some gate speed and could elect to use it today from the outside post.  If he 
does, let’s hope he finds a spot at the rail without getting roughed up too much.   
 
 
SELECTIONS:  2-8-5-4 
 
 

  



 
RACE 12 – NW 3500 PACE 
 
1 – AMERICA’S FLEET – Dropped to this level last week and was bet to the even-money favorite’s role.  
Didn’t get the best of trips, and lost some ground late.  Still, he has to be respected in this group, 
especially with the inside post. 
 
2 – E STREET PLAN – Made his Meadows debut last week but had post 9 and was parked to the half.  
He had a reason to fade late, but he still paced a solid 1:54 mile.  An inside post and a better trip should 
result in a much better finish.   
 
3 – LUCKY MILLIONAIRE – Has made two starts in this class, with a 5th and 6th place finish.  Moves back 
to an inside post, which should benefit him.  Nonetheless, he will likely be a longshot.   
 
4 – HONEEMOON SUITE – Returned from a month off last week but had an outside post and never got 
involved.  Changes drivers this week and moves to a better post, but still may be a bit overmatched in 
here right now.   
 
5 – DEW N DOUGHNUTS – Paced in 1:52.1 last week, only losing by a half length, perhaps his best 
effort of the season.  He’s still looking for his first win of the season, but he’s not out of the question here 
by any means.  Wilder had a choice between this one and #7, and went with this one.   
 
6 – LIBERAL – Comes off his best finish in over a month, as he paced in 1:52.2 and only lost by a length 
and a half.  Has been racing from the back of the pack, but has some gate speed and is going to mix it 
up one of these weeks and try the front.   
 
7 – ON THE VIRG – Won the qualifier in an impressive 1:52 on June 1, but was roughed up last week 
from post 8 at Northfield Park.  Definitely should be a factor today, but Wilder opted off this one in favor 
of #5, and you have to keep that in mind.  This one hasn’t finished higher than 3rd yet this season, so he 
may still be a week or two away from a win.   
 
8 – HILLBILLYFAIRYTALE – Posted a second and a third place finish in this class before having to move 
to the higher level. Didn’t have any luck in that group, so he gets to drop back down today.  However, 
he draws the worst post he’s had in well over a month, which hurts his chances.   
 
9 – DAFINATY – Comes off a very good mile last week, perhaps his best of the season, but draws the 
worst post today.   
 
 
SELECTIONS:  1-2-5-7 
 

  



 
 
RACE 13 – NW 5000 TROT 
 
1 – WITHOUT ME AS – Newcomer from Florida will likely need a start or two.  The class this one has 
been racing in is very difficult to equate to this group, so this will be a learning experience today for the 
horse and the handicapper.  
 
2 – WIMBORNE HANOVER – Strong win last time, moves up in class this week and picks up a new 
driver.  Draws a good spot, so he can be a factor in here with the right trip.   
 
3 – KICK A LOT – Moves out of claimers and finds a tough spot today.  Parked for the mile last time from 
a bad post, but that’s not likely to happen today with a much better starting spot.   
 
4 – HOOSIER PACO – Raced well last time from the outside post, in just the third start back after a long 
layoff.  He figures to be a big factor today, as he’s down in class and moving to a much better post.  
Wilder had his choice among three horses in here, and selected this one to drive.   
 
5 – TALL COTTON – Solid effort on the front last week, trotting in 1:55.1 and just getting caught late, in 
his first start in this class.  Reunites with Palone today, who has won a lot of races with him in the past.   
 
6 – DONE ANDOVER IT – Drops in class after a good third place finish.  Has used some gate speed from 
this post in the past, but there is plenty of inside speed today.  The driver has a tough choice to make 
out of the gate this afternoon.  
 
7 – KIWI PRES – Gets a class drop this week, and was a winner in his last appearance at this level.  Has 
struggled a bit the last couple of weeks, but has to be given a look here off the class change.   
 
8 – UNCLE LEROY – Tried the front last week and it didn’t work, but his previous lines were good.  Look 
for him to take a different route today, as he changes classes and faced some tougher older horses.  
Could get a more conservative trip due to the class change.  Gets a new driver this week as well.   
 
9 – PEMBROKE CASTAWAY – Hasn’t bee better than 6th in the last four starts, and gets the worst of the 
post draws  today.  Will be a longshot in here. 
 
10 – THAT’S RIGHT JACK – Steps up in class today after a win in just his second start of the year.  The 
second tier starting spot will provide a challenge.   
 
 
SELECTIONS:  2-4-5-6 


