
	
SATURDAY, APRIL 28 

 
RACE 1 – NW 5300 PACE 
 
1 – REGAL HOPE – Goes back up in class one notch this week, but the class bump should be offset by 
the switch to an inside post position.  He has gate speed, so let’s hope he can use it from the rail.  Only 
got away 4th the last time he drew post 1, but that was his first start in 3 months.  Merriman chose this 
one over #7. 
 
2 – KANARIS – Moves back to a front-row starting spot this week.  However, he’s had 18 starts in the last 
2 seasons and has not been better than 4th. 
 
3 – CYRUS SEELSTER – A slow start from post 5 killed his chances last week.  He rallied late but had to 
settle for 6th.  Still, not a bad line at all and it was the fastest mile he’s paced in a while.  
 
4 – DAFINATY – Moves up in class but still fits the NW3500 level.  His best effort of the year in the lower 
level was a third place finish, so he has the look of a longer shot today. 
 
5 – ALBIONKINGINFINITO – Showed improvement last week as he made his second start since being 
purchased by the Stratton Stable.  Paced a very strong final quarter and they thought enough of him to 
move him out of the claiming ranks this week.  He can be a factor in here. 
 
6 – DEW N DOUGHNUTS – Dropped to the bottom level last week and was made the favorite despite 
drawing the outside post.  He paced a solid mile but got caught late.  Today he’s up in class, but gets a 
slightly better post.  He’s been at the top levels many times in the past, so he should be OK in this 
group. 
 
7 – PV DRAGON – Is coming off back to back second place finishes at Northfield.  He likes to race near 
the front, so look for him to be going for the early lead.  His better efforts all seem to be when he gets 
involved early. 
 
SELECTIONS:   5-6-3-1 
 

  



 
RACE 2 – NW 5300 PACE 
 
1 – ON THE VIRG – Didn’t get a great start from the rail last week, and he’s got that post again.  If he 
can get away closer to the front, he might be a different horse, so you might see an aggressive drive out 
of the gate. 
 
2 – ONE BAD NIGHT – Drops two classes this week and moves to an inside post.  He’s been pacing 
consistently fast miles, so look for him to take a lot of play this week.   
 
3 – DESERONTO – I picked him last week and he raced well, but couldn’t overcome the one-month 
layoff.  I would expect him to be much better this week and I think he could be the horse to beat today.  
He was a top-level pacer here last year and I think he’s destined to move back up the class ladder this 
summer as well. 
 
4 – DATELINE HANOVER – The well-traveled pacer has had only one local start lately, and it was in a  
higher level from a bad post.  His last three start haven’t produced a whole lot, so it’s looking like he’ll 
be a longer shot today. 
 
5 – ROLL’EM UP – A newcomer from Ohio, he makes the race a little tougher to handicap.  Only showed 
gate speed once in the last 6 starts, but has shown some closing ability as well.  I don’t know that he can 
challenge for the win, but could be a factor on the trifecta or superfecta with the right trip. 
 
6 – BEACH BOY BRODY – Made a brief break last week and held on for third with a strong last quarter.  
He’s been moved out of claimers today, so that could be a sign that the connections are happy with him 
and think some bigger things are yet to come. 
 
7 – WORKANDPLAYHARD – Claimed at Pocono last time for 12,500 and shipped here.  He’s shown 
speed in the past, but has struggled in recent weeks.  He’s a bit of a mystery, not only because of the 
barn change, but because of the extra week off.  He didn’t race last week, so they’ve had an extra week 
to get him ready. 
 
8 – ALLIE’S CRUISER – Went off at 8-1 in this level last week and raced well, showing good gate speed 
and finishing third.  Has another outside post today so expect a similar aggressive drive out of the gate. 
 
SELECTIONS:   3-2-1-6 
 

  



 
RACE 3 – 15-20,000 CLAIMER 
 
1 – TERROR O – Got off to a slow start last week as the favorite and never recovered.  Paced a fast final 
quarter but was too far back to make up the ground.  Was claimed again last week so he joins another 
new barn this week.  He has the speed to contend, but needs the right trip. 
 
2 – NATHAN FEELSGOOD – Like #1, he has also been claimed two weeks in a row and joins a new barn 
today.  However, he’s moving up sharply in class this week after posting a pair of wins in his last 3 starts.  
He likes to race near the front, but so do plenty of others in this group. 
 
3 – DOCTOR RJ – Challenged first-over last week and battled to a fast ¾ time, but couldn’t reach off 
that trip.  Still, was only 2 lengths back at the wire and raced well.  I’m not sure if he wants to make a 
similar move two weeks in a row. 
 
4 – SOUTHERN ALLIE – Paced to a strong second place finish last week so he’s in good form right now.  
If he makes an outside move, he’ll be looking to flush some cover, possibly from Doctor RJ.  I also 
wouldn’t be shocked if he tried to use some gate speed today…he has it. 
 
5 – MAGIC MANNY – Got out of the gate last week and raced much better.  I think he needs to be 
involved early in order to put in his best performance, so look for him to get one of the first calls out of 
the gate today. 
 
6 – ST LADS FLIRT – Claimed last week and joins a new barn today.  Faded in the stretch last time, so 
he’s kind of a mystery coming into today’s race, especially given the class jump here.  Also gets his third 
different driver in 3 weeks. 
 
7 – BUCKEYE PRESIDENT – He’s now 2-for-2 since the purchase by the Rhoades barn, and has looked 
very sharp both times.  Moves up in class today but he’s earned a shot at the higher level.  On the down 
side, he’s had better posts for both wins, so he may not get the trip he wants today, at least not without 
getting roughed-up early. 
 
8 – V I P BAYAMA – He seems to like to be on the lead, as he has gone wire-to-wire twice in the last six 
starts, but hasn’t fared as well in the other races.  He puts in for the higher claiming price so he gets the 
outside post again, but he’s made it work twice lately. 
 
SELECTIONS:  7-5-8-3 
 

  



 
 
RACE 4 – NW 11,000 PACE 
 
1 – TWIN B HOLLISTER – Scratched a few days ago from his planned Northfield start, so I hope he’s 
ready for today.  He’s won 2 straight, but both were in lower levels.  Draws a great spot but the big 
question mark is the scratch, which came the day before he was entered in today’s race. 
 
2 – MYKINDACHIP – Couldn’t hang on for the win last week, but he was much better than the previous 
start.  Moves up in class today, but he’s faced the top levels for most of the past few years, so he should 
be able to handle the move. 
 
3 – JUMPIN JAKE FLASH – A closer, he was too far back at the half last time and they paced home up 
front.  He paced his final half in 54.4 and made up ground, so it was a strong effort despite a 5th place 
finish.   
 
4 – LINCOLNJAMES – I thought he would be tough to beat in this level last week, but he was caught 
late as the 6-5 favorite.  He’s now 0-for-9 this year and that streak has to end sometime. 
 
5 – STIRLING ESCORT – Upset winner in a lower level at 6-1 last week, putting in a very good mile in his 
first start in from New York.  He’s up in class today and will need the right trip, but he should be able to 
follow either #3, or #4 if that one doesn’t leave.  Either way, it puts him right behind a fast horse.  Hall 
had his choice among 3 horses in here (5-6-7) and chose this one. 
 
6 – POACHER N – Had post 9 at Pocono last week in his first start for the Presto barn, so discount that 
effort due to the post.  My biggest concern is that he went too quickly in his first start back after 6 
months off, and he hasn’t come back to that line since.   
 
7 – ALLBEEF N NOBULL – Hasn’t raced since March 31, so it’s a 4-week layoff coming into today’s race.  
This is a tough group, and I don’t know that he’ll be up to the challenge this week due to the time off.  
Keep an eye on him late, to see if he’s worth a play next week. 
 
8 – HYPOTHETICAL – A fast horse that just cannot draw a post.  He’ll need others to mix it up early so 
that he can pass some tired horses late.  He’s not out of the question by any means, but will need the 
perfect trip to get there. 
 
SELECTIONS:  3-4-8-2 
 

  



 
RACE 5 – 10,000 CLAIMING PACE 
 
1 – PRINCE PALANI – Likes to race close to the front, and wasn’t able to do that from the rail post last 
week.  Draws the same spot today, so he may end up with a similar trip. 
 
2 – BIG SURF – Has been going the wrong way with his recent finishes.  Changes classes this week to a 
claimer, not sure if that will help enough to put him on the ticket.  He will likely be a longshot again this 
week. 
 
3 – EPIC UNION – Drops in class this week.  Has been competitive in the 12,500 level, but is a closer 
that has been at the mercy of the fractions.  He’ll still likely race from the back this week, but the class 
drop certainly has to help a bit.   
 
4 – OFFICIALLY YOURS – Claimed by the Presto Stable last Saturday and moved up in class this week.  
He has gate speed, but wasn’t able to use it from the inside post last time.  Look for him to be trying for 
the early lead today. 
 
5 – UNCLE BUD – Last week was his best effort in several weeks, so it’s a sign that he’s back in good 
form.  He appears to have more early speed than the 4 horses to his left at the gate, so expect him to fly 
out of the gate and get into a good spot. 
 
6 – MOONLIGHT RANSOM – Scratched sick last Saturday, so that makes him tougher to handicap 
today.  Two starts ago he was parked for the mile in his local debut, so logically you would expect him to 
have a better chance today if he avoids early road trouble. 
 
7 – CATHERINE’SDIAMOND – This one had plenty of success here in past seasons, and makes his return 
today after a claim at Pocono.  Has won 2 of his last three, so he should be a factor in here.  Has plenty 
of early speed and appears to race better when he gets to the early lead.  He could be your leader at 
the first quarter, and will likely try to take the field wire to wire. 
 
8 – INCREDIBLE DRAGON – Another poor post position draw for this one, who hasn’t been closer than 
6th at the half in any of his recent starts.  With plenty of early speed inside of him, look for him to sit near 
the back again today. 
 
9 – JUDE HALL – Post position works against this one today as well, as he’s in the same situation as #8.  
He does like to challenge early from time to time, but if he tries that tactic today, he better hope for a 
spot. 
 
SELECTIONS:  3-5-4-7 
 

  



 
RACE 6 – NW2 PACE 
 
1 – WIN TREASURES – Was bet to a heavy favorite’s role last time (2-5) and broke twice.  If you luiked 
her last week, you have to give her a look again today and hope she stays flat. 
 
2 – HS MISS NUTCRACKER – Finished fifth in her first effort in this level, despite a tough trip.  Has raced 
well in both starts since joining the Moore barn, so she’s definitely a factor in here today. 
 
3 – SLAP SHOT BEGONIA  - Hasn’t raced since September, but was on the board in 8 of her 9 starts last 
year at age 2, racing mostly in Michigan-bred stakes.  The qualifier was on a sloppy track, so don’t put 
too much stock in the slower time.   
 
4 – BLUE LINE SNIPER – Lost by over 17 lengths in her local return, so she has the look of a longshot 
again today.   
 
5 – SHELOVESUTWO – Finished 4th last week, a closing effort.  The best news was that it was the fastest 
final quarter she’s trotted in a while.  Showed last week that she can contend at this level.   
 
6 – NORTHMEDO FAITH – Has had three starts in this class since winning in NW1 company, but hasn’t 
been better than 5th.  Tried to race from the back last week and was better, with a stronger final quarter.  
There isn’t a ton of early speed in this race, so I wouldn’t be surprised if she tried to get out of the gate 
quickly today. 
 
7 – RACE INTO SPACE – She’s been racing very well in all of her recent starts, sometimes using early 
speed, sometimes racing from the back.  Mullet has a tough choice to make out of the gate today as to 
whether he goes for the early lead or sits near the back.  This is the worst post this one has had in a 
while, so that complicates matters. 
 
8 – A DOOZY – Had missed 21 days prior to making her local debut and put in a very strong effort.  She 
was bet to 2-1 last time, so you will likely see her as one of the top choices again this week.  The post 
could hurt a bit, as she hasn’t shown any gate speed in recent starts.  Still, I wouldn’t be surprised if she 
tries to get out of the gate today, but that could depend on what #7 does next to her at the start. 
 
9 – BAD RENTORS – Comes off a scratch and gets the worst post today, two negative factors.  Was 99-1 
in her most recent start, so you will likely see a high price on her again today. 
 
10 – MOSHANNON MAGIC – Has been very impressive in all three of her lifetime starts, posting a win 
last week in this class.  Will take a lot of play today, but the post position will provide a big challenge for 
her.  She won’t have an easy route to the front out of the gate, so expect a different tactic from last 
week.   
 
SELECTIONS:  1-3-2-7 
 

  



 
 
RACE 7 – 7-8,000 CLAIMING PACE 
 
1 – BATTLE CRUISER – Makes a big switch to an inside post this week.  Has only had 2 starts back after a 
three-month layoff, and showed improvement between starts, so expect the improvement to continue 
today. 
 
2 – SHARKY’S WAY – Was bet to 8-5 last week but had an equipment issue and the trip wasn’t he best.  
Draws inside again today and should be a factor here if he can avoid a first-over trip. 
 
3 – DANCE LIFE WELL – Makes his second start back after some time off, so he should be a bit better 
this week.  May still need another start before he’s back in 100% racing shape. 
 
4 – MAYTIME TERROR – Only lost by a length despite pacing a quick ¾ from an outside starting spot 
last week.  With a better post today, he’s likely to be a big factor in this group.   
 
5 – MODERN XHIBIT – Last week was his best finish in a while, but he still only managed a fifth.  He 
would need the right trip here.   
 
6 – R T LANGE – Won wire-to-wire in this class last start, so that will make him one of the top choices 
today.  He didn’t race last week, so we’ll see if missing a week is going to hurt him or not.  Palone 
apparently is not concerned by it, however, as he chose this one today over #4. 
 
7 – PASS THEM BY N – Newcomer from Pocono hasn’t been on the board in a while, but is dropping in 
class this week.  Was in a 15,000 claimer just a month ago.  He makes the race a little tougher to 
handicap because he’s such an unknown factor here. 
 
8 – DARE YOU – Just missed last week, his best effort in a while.  However, he moves to a tougher post 
this week so working out the right trip could be a challenge here. 
 
9 – REAL ROCKER – Another newcomer, he’s been well traveled.  Missed a month prior to his start in 
Massachusetts 12 days ago, now appears locally.  Another one that’s a mystery, but one thing for sure is 
that the outside post will hurt his chances. 
 
10 – FAST MOVIN TRAIN – Big win last week from post 9, following a disappointing mile from post 10 
two weeks ago.  He’s back to the 10 post today, but I’m not sure the post had anything to do with his 8th 
place finish two weeks ago.  He should be a contender today. 
 
 
SELECTIONS:  6-4-7-10 
 

  



 
RACE 8 – PREFERRED PACE 
 
1 – NITRO SEELSTER – Made a break last week, which he has done before.  He has had 3 recent starts in 
this level and hasn’t been better than 5th, but he gets the inside post today. 
 
2 – ARTHUR PENDRAGON – Steps back to the top level after a good win last week.  He has a ton of 
closing speed, so if anyone gets a little tired in the stretch in this race, you can bet he’s going to be 
passing them late. 
 
3 – MATTAMERICAN – Also moves up to the top level after a second place finish to #2 last week.  He 
battled first over while Arthur P sat behind him and out-tripped him.  He’s a classy veteran who has been 
here before, so you can’t count him out. 
 
4 – THOUGHTYOUDLIKEIT – Won two starts ago but couldn’t quite reach last week.  He seems to be a 
little better when he gets the early lead, but I don’t think he can out-step the outside horses out of the 
gate today. 
 
5 – THE DARK SHADOW – Third last week, certainly can be part of the trifecta ticket today, but the main 
competitors are outside of him and they like to get out of the gate as well.  The big question is whether 
he will try to challenge early or sit toward the back today. 
 
6 – DAPPER DUDE – Almost always moves forward out of the gate, and he is still very sharp right now.  
He is just a few feet away from a 3-race win streak.  Always can be counted on for a game effort. 
 
7 – SOUTHWIND AMAZON – Held on last week for his 8th win of the year, despite a very tough first half 
mile.  They’ll likely try to push him early again and see if he can be passed late this week, like he was two 
weeks ago.   
 
SELECTIONS:  7-6-3-2- 
 
 

  



 
RACE 9 – NW 5 TROT 
 
1 – ROCKEFELLER LINDY – Parked in 27.3 from post 9 last time, so he had reason to tire late.  Even 
though he finished 6th, it was a much better mile than the previous start. 
 
2 – MARACANA’ – Made an early move last time and battled to the ¾ pole with #1.  Not an easy trip by 
any means.   
 
3 – PERFECT IMAGE – Won the series final last time with Wrenn in the bike, off a good trip.  Has now 
won 2 of the last 3.  The 156.1 time was by far her best of the season as well.   
 
4 – EYES COOL – The least experienced horse in the field, he moves up in class yet again after another 
easy win.  Still not sure where his limit may be, so he has to be respected in here today. 
 
5 – ITSGOODTOBEQUEEN – Stake filly last year had a second-tier start in her debut for the Altmeyer 
Stable last time, so it’s tough to judge her based on that mile.  Two reasons to like her more this 
week…the front row starting spot and the fact that it’s her second start back after 6 months off. 
 
6 – MON RIVER ROSE – Has had little chance from outside posts the last few starts, moves to a better 
spot today.  Hasn’t been better than third yet this year, so she will likely be a longshot here. 
 
7 – KANNECTIONS HONEY – Finished second in this class as an 11-1 shot last week, so she’s definitely 
now shown that she can fit in this level.  Has been on the board in more than half of her starts this year.  
Post shouldn’t hurt much, since she got away 7th last week and still managed to win. 
 
8 – JUST FOR YOU – Has had four starts in this level, with a top finish of third.  Won in mid-March on the 
front end, but has mostly been racing from the back lately.  Could mix things up a bit and try for the 
early lead today rather than sit at the back. 
 
9 – KI KI CANOLLI – Has changed barns since her last start, now into the Zubkoff Stable.  Comes off her 
highest finish of the year, but moves to the worst post today and moves up in class to the NW5. 
   
SELECTIONS:  4-5-3-1 
 

  



 
 
RACE 10 – W2 NW3 PACE 
 
1 – PS HE’S PERFECT – Finished fourth in his first start of the season, pacing a quick mile with a good 
final quarter.  Had a good 2-year-old season and appears to be off to a good start in 2018. 
 
2 – STARRY NIGHT TEEN – Moves from claimer this week to a tougher class, but moves to a better post 
today.  Still, has struggled a bit in the last 3 starts.  
 
3 – ANTAGONIST – Finished second in the series final, his third straight second place finish.  He’s very 
sharp right now, and has early speed to get into a good spot.  Hasn’t been able to get a win from sitting 
inside trips, so he may try to get to the front and control the mile this week. 
 
4 – VENIER HANOVER – Big win last time in just his second start of the year, coming from 8th to get the 
win, pacing his last half mile in 56 seconds.  He’s back in the same class this week, but he’s now been off 
3 weeks, so that’s a point of concern today.   
 
5 – MAJOR ACTION – Shuffled back to sixth last time before making a big 3-wide rally.  He’s shown 
early speed and closing speed, so he’ll make this race a little tougher to handicap because it’s unknown 
which racing style he will try today. 
 
6 – DEW A LITTLE DANCE – Another one coming off a win in this class last time.  Clearly came back 
from the 7-month layoff ready to win, so he should be a factor again this.  Like most others in here, he 
didn’t race last week as they did not use this race as part of the card due to the group of series finals last 
Saturday. 
 
7 – SAVE THE SHARK – Made up ground in the final half mile last time, but not enough to get onto the 
ticket.  Does have a couple of third place finishes in this level, so he’s not out of the question to be there 
today if the trip works out. 
 
8 – INSTRUCTOR – Had to race aggressively in his first start of the year because it was his only chance to 
earn points in the series toward making the final.  However, he ended up parked and never saw the 
inside.  He figures to be much better this week, even with another outside post, because it’s his second 
start and because he adds Lasix today. 
 
9 – LEPRECHAUN HANOVER – Has now won three in a row and will move up in class again this week.  
However, he has yet to go faster than 156, and he ends up with the worst of the post draws today. 
 
SELECTIONS:  3-4-8-1 
 
 

  



 
 
RACE 11 – W4 NW7 PACE 
 
1 – SHOWING MY HAND – Paced a very fast final half last time, but couldn’t make up enough ground to 
get into the top three.  Still, he is in top form right now, just needs the right trip.  Post 1 isn’t the best 
spot for him, and he’s now drawn it three weeks in a row. 
 
2 – BEACH HOUSE – Comes off a scratch, which makes him a bit tougher to handicap last time.  Faced 
tougher older foes in all three starts so far this year, so today is a bit of a drop into a race against horses 
that have won a similar number of races.   
 
3 – LYONS LEVI LEWIS – His last 2 starts were very good, and the Betts Stable is hot right now, so this 
one deserves a long look today.  Faced some older horses last week in the NW7500 level, so he should 
like the move back to this level today. 
 
4 – ROCKIN ROGER – Picked up two good wins in conditioned claimers, but has found the classes the 
last couple of weeks to be a bit tougher.   
 
5 – IDEAL ACE – Aggressively driven last week, paced a fast half and fast ¾ as the 3-2 favorite.  Paced a 
fast mile overall last time and held on gamely for second, losing to an older horse.  Not a bad effort at all 
in just his third start of the year. 
 
6 – IMIDEAL HANOVER – Scratched last week, so that leaves him as a bit of a mystery for today.  He’s a 
proven winner in this class, but both of those wins were from better posts.  He should still be able to win 
from post 6, but the big question is the week off. 
 
7 – BETTOR’S DREAM – Comes off three straight 8th place finishes, including two in this class.  Has gone 
off at higher prices in all of his recent starts, which is unusual for a Burke/Palone horse.  Post position 
certainly doesn’t help matters either. 
 
8 – STARTHIMUP – After losing at least 28 straight starts, he has now won 2 in a row, and changes 
classes this week.  Has faced older horses in all of his other recent starts.  Defeated PH Kenny in his most 
recent start, the horse that beat Ideal Ace five days later.  Still, post works against him today. 
 
9 – BORN OF FIRE – He is probably the fastest closer in the group, but he’ll likely have to come from 9th 
this week.  Paced his final quarter in 26.3 last time, one of the fastest charted final quarters at The 
Meadows this year.   
 
SELECTIONS:  3-1-6-9 
 
 

  



 
RACE 12 – NW 3500 TROT 
 
1 – MISTER B’S WAY – Had two straight 4th place finishes, followed by back-to-back third place finishes, 
so he’s getting closer every week.  Makes a big move to an inside post today. 
 
2 – MAJESTIC DIVA – Faded to 9th after contending for ¾ of a mile last time.  Hasn’t been better than 
fourth in the last several starts, so this one is likely to be a longshot today. 
 
3 – PHI ALPHA – Showed good early speed last time, but tired to a 31-second final quarter.  Will need to 
be a little stronger in the stretch to be on the board today.   
 
4 – CANT U SPELL – Won in a conditioned claimer last time as the favorite, in just his second start of the 
year.  Should be a big factor in this group. 
 
5 – KICK A LOT – Finished third in his local debut last time.  They thought enough of him to move him 
out of the claimer this week and into a conditioned race.  That’s a good sign, and he definitely can be a 
contender today. 
 
6 – DONE ANDOVER IT – Won in this class last week in wire-to-wire fashion as the 4-5 favorite, so he 
may be the horse to beat today. 
 
7 – CATCH ALL – Was double-entered…picked up a win on Tuesday afternoon, hours after being 
entered for today’s race.  Therefore, she fits this class as she was eligible at the time of entry.  Comes off 
a win in that race on Wednesday, so clearly she’s in good form.  The only question is how she will handle 
coming back and racing on just a few days’ rest. 
 
8 – ACADIA AS – Draws another poor post today.  Has gate speed if she wants to use it, but there are 
plenty of others that have better posts with some early speed as well.  That’s likely to deter her from 
trying that move today. 
 
9 – CASEY T – Looked better last time, bouncing back from back-to-back breaks.  Changes classes from 
the lowest level for mares into this lowest open level.  Still, the big factor here is post position. 
 
10 – CHIPARIFFIC – Comes off two straight strong efforts, but both were from much better posts.  Most 
of the early speed in this race comes from middle posts, so this one is likely to get away mid-pack at 
best. 
 
SELECTIONS:  7-6-4-1 

 


